
 
P.O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
 

Minutes – Board Meeting January 2, 2013, 7:00 PM, Cotuit Library 
 
Attending: Rich Boden, Amy Kates, David Doyle, Bill Maher, Dick Hamilton, Chris Gargiulo, Phyllis 

Miller, Jessica Rapp Grassetti 
Absent:  S. Schakel, B. Babcock, C. Olsen, D. Grissom,  T. Burgess 
 
 
Presentations:  Dredging and Beach Enrichment- Lindsey Counsell, 3 Bays, Ellen Jedry, Mass.   

Audubon, and Patty Daley, Cape Cod Commission 
 

The participants displayed the proposed work to be done.  This includes removal of 800 ft 
from the tip of Sampson’s Island and using the sand for the re-nourishment of selected areas 
on Sampson’s Island and on Dead Neck. The 2 areas comprise 47 acres. Proponents of the 
project cite improved bird nesting areas, opening up the channel for better navigation and 
safety.  Areas for concern were predators, the build up of the new ell of land off the tip of the 
island and what type of material it contains.  Samples from that area need to be tested. It was 
agreed upon by all that more enforcement of rules on usage is needed: e.g., no dogs allowed 
on the islands. The improvement to water quality in the entire harbor would be less than 3%. 
 

 The village will be able to hear more at a meeting this June sponsored by the Civic 
Association. 

 
Business Meeting 
 
Secretary’s report:  Minutes for the December Executive Board Meeting were accepted, with one 

correction.  
 
Treasurer’s Report: Accepted.  
 
Precinct 7: Jessica Rapp Grassetti:  
 

1. Private road maintenance – Discussion ongoing with Town Manager for 
improvement monies. 

2. Camera installation for safety and security at the Town dock: preparations are 
in progress. The Civic Association requested this improvement at our last 
meeting with Town officials. 

  
 
Old Business: 
 
 1. New Concerns of Cotuit: 
 

a. A better plan for Ropes/Hooper’s parking. Postponed until next meeting 
 

b. Dredging at the Town Dock: Completed. 
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c. 671 Main Street: Lawyers are to meet at the Registry of Deeds mid January to 

purchase the conservation easement voted by the district to protect our well field.  If 
Mr. Bornstein does not appear for the closing he will be in default. 

 
 

 
New Business:  
 

1.  The next meeting of the Executive Board will be March 5, 2013.  NO Executive Board 
Meeting in February. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Phyllis Miller, Vice President 
T.K. Burgess, Secretary 
 
 
 
 

 



 
P.O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
 

Minutes – Board Meeting, March 5, 2013, Cotuit Library 
 
Attending:  Rich Boden, Bill Babcock,  David Doyle, Chris Gargiulo, Donald Grissom, 
Amy Kates, Phyllis Miller, Chris Olsen, Stacey Schakel, Jessica Rapp-Grassetti 
 
Guest: Rick Barry 
 
Absent:  Bill Maher, Tom Burgess, Dick Hamilton 
 
 
Presentation:  Safety. 
 
Lieutenant Mike Clark and Patrol Officer Mark Delaney of the Barnstable Police Dept. provided  
information to assist us in creating a safe community.  The increased vandalism and crime in the village 
over the past year was discussed.  Strategies for prevention were outlined.  The officers will address the 
residents at a future meeting. 
 
Business Meeting 
 
Secretary’s report: accepted with one correction 
 
Treasurer’s Reports: January and February: accepted 
 
Precinct 7: Jessica Rapp Grassetti:  
 

1. Cordwood Rd.  Closed for vehicles with gates at both ends 
 

2. Main St and Putnam Corner Three trees to be removed by the Town for safety reasons. 
 
3. Street Lights  The Fire District has installed four new lights for a trial on Main St. and 

on Putnam Ave.  These are LED energy saving units.   
 
Old Business: 
 
 1.  671 Main Street: no developments to report. 
 

2. 4th of July Parade:  Dave Doyle has applied for permits Planning on going. 
 
New Business: There was no new business. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:10 PM.  
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Respectfully submitted 
 
Phyllis Miller, Vice President 
T.K. Burgess, Secretary 
 



 
P.O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
 

Executive Board Meeting, Cotuit Library, 7:00 PM, April 24, 2013  

Present: R. Boden, T. Burgess,  B. Babcock, B. Maher, P. Miller, J. Rapp-Grassetti 

Absent: D. Doyle , C. Gargiulo, D. Grissom, A. Kates, R. Hamilton, C. Olsen, S. 
Schakel,  

Guests:  Roger Parsons, Town Engineer 

Presentations: 

Old Shore Road – Improved Parking.  Roger Parsons, Town Engineer, explained the 
GIS map of Old Shore Road and noted that there was no particular problem in changing 
signage this Spring to limit trailer parking for Hooper’s Landing to the sections of the 
road leading upwards to main street from the landing and to Putnam Avenue from the 
Cotuit Rowing Club.  All other parking would be for motor vehicles only.  The last 
parking spot just south of the public beach should be removed as it pinches the traffic 
flow. 

A seasonal one-way flow could be envisioned for the summer of 2014 from Memorial 
Day to Labor Day if the proposed changes for this summer do not have sufficient effect.  

Proposals to improve pedestrian access to old Sgore Road along Putnam Avenue are the 
most difficult to plan.  Sidewalks come under complicated state regulation and demarking 
pedestrian ways must take into account safety first. 

Business Meeting: 

Concerns of Cotuit:  Prior to the planned visit of the Town Manager and other officials 
to Cotuit on 4/29.  Those in attendance reviewed  the Concerns list which was ammeded 
as follows 
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Police presence - Cotuit continues to have its share of vandalism and thiefts.  The 
response by the Police Department is excellent.  We need to report “unusal behavior” 
when we notice it. 508-775-0387.  
 
- Surveillance cameras - Town Landing area, the end of Little River Rd, and if possible, 
Ropes Beach. 
 
- Landscapers with trailers and construction trucks parked blocking our narrow streets. 
 
- Extra Police the night of Oyster Harbor’s fireworks. People watching from Little River 
Rd, Ropes Beach, Town Landing and Loop Beach create a  mass exit. 
 
- We are in favor of a Police office closer to Cotuit. 
 
Parking compliance - We ask that our parking areas and streets be patrolled for illegal 
parking, cars without beach stickers, etc.- daily from May to September. Illegal parking 
at and around our Beaches and Ways to Water create the biggest problems. 
 
Harbormaster - Thank you - The expanded dinghy removal works very well.  
Enforcement of the dates - 11/15 to 4/15 - is appreciated. We understand the last area, 
Town Landing (Town Dock) - will be posted and enforced this year.  
 
The word “dinghy”probably needs to be defined.  Owners of the “dinghies” may need to 
be identified. 
 
The “shellfishing sign” at the end of Little River Rd. needs to be rotated 90 degrees. 
 
The Conservation Committee is debating the dredging of Sampson’s Island. A boating 
and swimming safety issue. 
 
Beach improvements - Thank you - Ropes Beach is much improved. The removal  of 
the remaining phragmites and beach grass needs to be finished. 
 
Ropes Beach - the concrete wall needs repair. 
 
Loop Beach - the beach needs to be kept clean. Could  the parking area  be picked up 
daily? Repair the large crack in the concrete wall. 
 
Riley’s Way to Water - the sand is rebuilding the beach area.  Thank you. There is still 
minor erosion along Mrs. Reed’s fence separating public area from private property. 
Where to locate a bike rack? 
 
Cross Street - an overhanging tree needs to be removed 
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Oregon Beach - Remove the accumulated sand and repair the parking lot. 
 
Crocker Neck Conservation Area - funding for year round vehicle traffic, sunrise to 
sunset. 
 
 
Our top priority this year is Old Shore Rd. This road may be the busiest road in Cotuit 
from May to October and the following need to be addressed; 
 
- Improve the ease of seeing oncoming trucks, cars, bicycles, walkers, etc. particularly at 
the corner by the boat ramp. 
 
- Increase the parking for cars, without blocking vehicle flow. 
 
    Increase the parking for vehicles with boat trailers, without blocking the road. 
    Road striping at the curve by the boat ramp?  
 
- Define a walking path on Putnam Ave.from Old Shore Rd to Main Street? 
 
Rainwater runoff - Loop Beach, Rileys Way to Water and Ropes Beach have been 
greatly improved - Thank You 
 
At Loop Beach - the rainwater coming from Main Street causes a much smaller puddle at 
the  low spot - a drain/catch basin on the hill might be the answer. 
 
We understand that the NRCS projects for the Town Landing (Town Dock) and the end 
of Little River Rd are scheduled for 2013.  There are dangerous potholes on Little River 
Rd. 
 
Town Dock - Replace the sign on the gate to “Public Access Path” off the  parking lot. 
 
Cordwood at Old Post Rd - the large catch basins still do not work.  The rainwater flows 
directly toward the bay. 
 
Old Shore Rd - the large catch basin here is not functioning, but the small burms at the 
drains take care of most of the rainwater. 
 
 
Road improvements - Cotuit has 3 main roads from Route 28 to the Village.   Main 
Street, School Street and Putnam Ave must be passable in all weather conditions.  Other 
than a few potholes they seem to be in good shape.  The remaining sign post on School 
Street {what is left after the Speed Sign was cut} needs to be removed. 
 
Guard rail repair - School Street {wood} just east of #184, Putnam Ave. Old Shore Rd, 
and Oceanview Ave. 
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Kings Grant Bridge - remove accumulated sand and improve the drainage. 
 
Lowell Ave. - regrade two areas, Lowell  Ave.  and Main Street and Lowell  Ave. and 
Putnam Ave. 
 
Old Post Road - road repair required 
 
Main Street south of Oceanview Ave - road repair required 
 
Rushy Marsh Rd at Santuit/Crocker Neck Rd. - repair required 
 
The last 3 have been past Concerns and I think the improvements are scheduled for 2013. 
 
 
Road and sidewalk maintenance. The following areas have vegetation planted along the 
sidewalk or road.  We need to expand the sidewalk or road to its maximum width for 
safety. It requires a yearly cut-back. 
 
Oceanview Ave at Main Street 
 
Nickerson Road at Main Street 
 
Lowell Ave at Putnam Ave. 
  
Putnam Ave at Main Street - We understand the 3 old trees on the east side of Main ST 
are scheduled to be cut down and replaced. 
 
Old Shore Road at Main Street 
 
Sidewalk expansion - the vegetation forces walkers and bicycles into Main Street - cars 
and trucks are traveling 35 - 40 mph - a safety problem. 
 
1011 Main Street  
 
17 Piney Road  
 
1055 Main Street 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

T.K. Burgess, Secretary 
 



5 

  

  



 
P.O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
 

Executive Board Meeting, Cotuit Library, 7:00 PM, May 7, 2013  

Present: R. Boden, W. Babcock, T. Burgess, D. Doyle, D. Grissom, R. Hamilton, A. 
Kates, W. Maher, P. Miller, S. Schakel, J. Rapp-Grassetti 

Absent C. Gargiulo, C. Olsen 

Business Meeting: 

Secretary’s Report: Minutes of April 4, 2013 approved 

Treasurers Report: presented as of April 30 2013, amended and approved 

Precinct 7:  Jessica Rapp-Grassetti, Town Councilor  

1. Town Officers’ Tour: Jessica thanked those who were able to attend.  She 
felt that the tour was a valuable tool to give town officials on-site 
familiarity with issues in the village. 

2. Cahoon Museum: Bill Babcock thanked Jessica for her support for the 
Cahoon Museum which has won a Community Preservation  grant of 
$200,000 for repair to the historic building section of the Museum.  They 
are seeking further funds from the Mass. Historical Commission. 

3. Old Shore Rd/Ropes Beach:  There is a 5 year contract with a treatment 
service for Phragmites control in the Ropes beach area.  DPW will cut this 
Spring and the contractor will treat.  Jessica expects that the signage will be 
in place to limit trailer parking to the sections of Old Shore Road rising to 
Main from the Boat ramp and to Putnam Ave. from the rowing club.  All 
other areas will be limited to vehicles only.  Pending review of this 
summer’s traffic the proposal to make traffic seasonally one-way from the 
end of the concrete bulkhead on the south end of the beach to Main St. will 
be reviewed for implementation in May 2014. 

4. Improvements to South Main Street: There will be a meeting at 
Freedom Hall at 5:00 PM on May 14 to allow residents to comment and 
provide input on the planned repaving etc. of South Main Street from the 
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south intersection with Ocean View Avenue to Vineyard Road. 

 

5. 671 Main.  Jessica is waiting for a copy of the agreement signed by Bay 
Point.  This stipulates what upkeep they must make to the property from the 
time the lien for the easement was signed. 

6. Jessica suggested that comments from the public might be solicited on 
the conservation gates at Crocker Neck at the General Meeting of the 
Civic Association in August.  There are definitely two schools of thought 
on the opening times and accessibility. 

7. Jessica is Town Council coordinator for the 375th anniversary of the 
Town of Barnstable in 2015.  She is soliciting volunteers from each of the 
village civic associations to join in a committee to plan for this event. 

8. Route 130/28 junction island.  This is tarred over.  Is there a reason for no 
landscaping at this point?   

Old Business 

1. Town Officers’ Tour: Rich Boden reviewed the tour.  A number of items 
have already been seen to, such as the leaning tree on Cross St. at Riley’s 
Beach..  The See/Click/Fix app on a smart phone or the link on the Town 
website is a handy tool for reporting highways issues etc.   

2. July 4th Parade: Stacey Schakel reported that the application process began 
on May 1, 2013  Forms will be available on our web site.  Dave Doyle has 
the permits and the committees from 2013 will be coming together late in 
the month.  Tom Burgess will handle the information to the press with the 
group he had last year. 

3. Candidates’ Night: May 21, 2013.  Candidates for Prudential Committee 
and Fire & Water Commissioners will attend.  The position for water 
commissioner is uncontested. 

4. Little River Neighborhood Watch:  B. Babcock and C. Gargiulo with 
help from Stacey Schakel are meeting with neighbors soon at the Oyster 
House to set up the Program.  Rich Boden suggested that such watches 
could be village wide. 

5. Restoring Rushy Marsh:  The Friends of Rushy Marsh have disbanded 
and the NRCS is reviewing the project.  It appears that any attempt to 
improve the saltwater flow to this pond will have to be done on the north 
side of the pond abutting the McCourt Property.  Efforts are underway to 
improve the efficiency of the conduit that exists in this area. 
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6. Dredging Sampson’s Island: Tom Burgess noted that the tour had 
included this subject and the Town officials were made aware of the very 
dangerous nature of the narrow entrance to the harbor, the volume of traffic 
and number of people in the water in this area – now only 140 feet wide at 
low tide.  The opening must be widened.  Safety is a huge issue here,  
before abutters’ concerns and other concerns.  He has written Rob 
Gatewood again on this topic. 

7. Riley’s Beach:  Bill Maher has purchased a bike rack, which will be 
installed in June. 

8. Street Lights: Cape Light Compact will replace all the lamps.  Amy 
Kates has been doing an inventory of areas under and over lamped.  CLC 
will replace all lamps for no fee, other than the police presence.  They do 
only existing lamps and will not decommission or add lamps. 

 

New Business: 

1. Cotuit Currents: Rich will talk to Ken Molloy about editing.  Then 
President’s Letter comes first in the lay-out and should not be altered 
without consultation with Rich. 

2. Village and Beach Spring Clean-up:  This will be held June 8.  
Volunteers are urged to attend. 

3. Dick Hamilton drew attention to the improvements to the library.  The 
windows in the Kirkman Room are now double glazed and tempered glass 
to withstand a good blow.  The library has installed a Homebound 
Outreach Program, which will offer residents who are confined to their 
houses because of age or a medical condition free delivery and pick up of 
library materials. 

4. The Library has scheduled Barnstable Land Trust talks on the first 
Tuesdays of the forthcoming months.  This poses some conflict with our 
meetings and should be looked into.  The next meeting involves stuffing 
envelopes for our membership drive and will be held at 7 PM on 
Tuesday June, 4th at Freedom Hall.  Rich will secure the hall.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 
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T.K. Burgess, Secretary 
 

  

  



 
P.O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
 

Executive Board Meeting, Freedom Hall, 7:00 PM, June 4, 2013  

Present: R. Boden, W. Babcock, T. Burgess, D. Doyle, C. Gargiulo, R. Hamilton, A. 
Kates, W. Maher, P. Miller, S. Schakel, J. Rapp-Grassetti 

Absent D. Grissom, C. Olsen 

Presentation: Stew Goodwin gave an update on the activities of the Town Waste 
Water Advisory Committee [hereafter ‘Town committee’].  Recent developments 
have slowed the progress of the Town committee.  The Cape Cod Commission now has 
authority from the State to develop a regional plan.  They have instructed the town 
committee to continue planning but to stay all permitting until the regional plan is 
presented.  The regional plan will have numerous subcommittees advising it and will take 
at least a year to develop an outcome.  In the meantime, Yarmouth  has abandoned 
representation to the Town committee complicating any efforts to have shared planning 
for Lewis Bay.  Mashpee continues to be represented and will take the lead in any plan 
for Popponessett Bay.   The Town committee continues to explore all avenues of 
removing nitrogen from the estuaries, but must wait for state approval for many ideas that 
are now being developed.  Stew’s best guess for the future will be that State/Federal  
funding will probably be found to fund 50% of a waste water plan and that the other 50% 
will be divided equally between Town funding from its budget and betterments funded by 
the property owners affected by the improvements.   

Business Meeting: 

Secretary’s Report: Minutes of May 4, 2013 approved 

Treasurers Report: tabled until next meeting. 

Precinct 7:  Jessica Rapp-Grassetti, Town Councilor  

1.   Jessica submitted a print-out from the Town DPW covering follow up to 
the the Town Manager’s site visit.  Many of the items have been addressed.   
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Old Business 

1. July 4th Parade: Dave Doyle said that all items are on track. He was unable 
to secure another band. Publicity has gone to the papers. Stacey is receiving 
parade applications.  There are forms at the library as well as on line.  A 
volunteer’s meeting will be held at Freedom Hall on June 25 at 7 PM. 

2. Road Race, July 11, and Fishing Derby, August 10, are on track.  Dave 
Doyle and Henry O’Shaughnessy can use any volunteers who wish to help 
with these events 

3. Village and Beach Spring Clean-Up:  This will be held June 8.  
Volunteers are urged to attend. 

New Business: 

1. Members spent the rest of the meeting stuffing envelopes with the annual 
membership letter. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
T.K. Burgess, Secretary 
 

  

  



 
P.O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
 

Executive Board Meeting, Cotuit Library 7:00 PM, July 2, 2013  

Present: R. Boden, T. Burgess, D. Doyle, , R. Hamilton, A. Kates, W. Maher,  P. 
Miller, J. Rapp-Grassetti 

Absent W. Babcock,  D. Grissom, C. Gargiulo, C. Olsen, S. Schakel, 

Business Meeting: 

Secretary’s Report: Minutes of June 4, 2013 approved 

Treasurers Report: submitted and approved 

Precinct 7:  Jessica Rapp-Grassetti, Town Councilor  
1. Bollards will be installed at Oregon Beach and the sand in the entry is to be 

cleaned up. 
2. Cobblestones curbs continue to pose problems, some have been allowed, 

others not. 
3. Old Shore Road – signage is up; enforcement is necessary.  Much more 

clearing is necessary before the Town will contemplate parking on the south 
side of the road leading down from Main St. 

4. Mashpee is paving Old King’s/Sampson’s Mill Road.  Jessica would like to 
see Barnstable do our portion. 

5. The solar powered speed limit sign has been recovered  & will be reinstalled 
in a new location. 

6. Dinghies abound at Ropes.  Jessica wonders if a seasonal set of floats such as 
those at the Town Dock might ease the problem.  This does not address the 
proliferation of kayaks, small sailing craft and catamarans. 

Old Business 
1. July 4th Parade: Dave Doyle said that all items are on track. He was unable 

to secure another band.  Volunteers wer e low in number at the meeting at 
Freedom Hall but e-mails have gone out to gather more. 

2. Road Race, July 11, and Fishing Derby, August 10, are on track.  Dave 
Doyle and Henry O’Shaughnessy can still use any volunteers who wish to 
help with these events. 
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3. Sampson’s Island: The proposal to remove 800 feet from the point in three 
stages will come before the Conservation Commission on Tuesday, July 9 at 
6:30 PM.  The Civic Association supports the proposal but is sensitive to the 
concerns of the property owners on the Cotuit side of the channel who will 
want beach refreshment if the dredging impacts them in any negative way.  
The first stage will be a repeat of the reopening of the navigable channel , 
which was done three years ago,   

New Business: 
1. Nominating Committee:  The committee is looking for new members 

especially of younger people who are interested in improving the village and 
addressing village problems.  They welcome suggestions. 

2. Newsletter:  Ken Molloy is retiring after the September Newsletter.  We need 
to find a new volunteer or hired editor. 

3. Parking at Freedom Hall: Neighbors have expressed concern about the lease 
of Freedom Hall to West Bay Estate Sales.  The sales – as well as voting days 
and special events – create parking problems with both sides of Popponesset 
Road being filled.  For leased events securing a police officer may be a 
requirement for the lessee. 

4. Financial Issues: To keep IRS filing simple our total bank balance needs to 
stay at a certain sum.  Expenses for the moment seem to keep us just under 
that level.  Our by-laws forbid outright charitable gifts but there are projects 
we can support,, if we deem them suitable.  For the moment, additional 
expenses for Xmas in Cotuit look to eat up any surplus we may encounter.   

5. Local “half-way” houses: Dick Hamilton asked Councilor Grassetti about 
these institutions. Jessica responded that the problems arising have mostly 
come from noise when shifts change.  In any case, there is little that the Town 
can do as the Disability Act protects these establishments.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 PM 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
T.K. Burgess, Secretary 
 

  

  



PO Box 121 
Cotuit, MA02635 

Minutes 
 

 Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday August 6, 2013, Cotuit Library, 7:00 PM 
Attending: Rich Boden, Phyllis Miller, Dave Doyle, Bill Maher, Chris Gargiulo, Bill 
Babcock, Amy Kates, Don Grissom. 
Absent: Tom Burgess, Dick Hamilton, Stacey Schakel, Chris Olsen, Jessica Rapp 
Grassetti. 
 
 
Business Meeting: 
 
Secretary’s Report: Approved as written 
Treasurer’s Report: Monthly Report submitted to 7-31-13, and approved.    

Annual Report submitted and approved. 
 
Precinct 7 – in the absence of Councilor Grassetti, there was no report. 
 
Nominating Committee reported that its roster was complete for the coming year. 
 
Old Business: 
 
4th of July Parade: On behalf of the Board, Rich Boden extended thanks for Dave Doyle 

for heading up the Parade infrastructure and to Stacey Schakel for organization of 
the registration process. 

 
Firecracker 5 K Race: There were about 150 participants this year.  This was about half 

of last year’s total; the date may have been a factor and the heat of that week 
certainly was. 

 
Fishing Derby: Preparations running smoothly for August 10.   
 
Sampson’s Island Dredging:  The Conservation Commission hearing is now set for 

September 17th. 
 
Old Shore Road: Traffic remains an issue especially considering the poor visibility at 

the south corner by the Hooper’s Landing boat ramp. 
 



671 Main St.: Vandalism and unauthorized entrance have been reported to the police and 
the building inspector.   

 
Little River: Neighborhood watch is in place.  A kayak was recently stolen from this 

locale. 
 
New Business:  
 
Membership:  The nominating committee introduced proposed new member Mike 

Scanlon, who has been instrumental in helping Dave Doyle with the 4th of July 
parade. 

 
U.S. Flags on Main St.:  These are in tatters and the Historical Society needs to remove 

them.  They have asked that we underwrite the purchase of new flags at $10.00 a 
piece.  On a motion made and seconded the board voted to pay $100.00 for 
replacement flags with the proviso that the removal date for flags be moved up to 
prevent the wear that they now suffer.   

 
Annual Meeting:  Due to the lack of a topic and presenter in August, the Annual 

Meeting of the Civic Association was postponed until the regular monthly 
meeting date in September.   

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Phyllis Miller, Vice President 
Tom Burgess, Secretary 
 
 
 
 



PO Box 121 
Cotuit, MA02635 

Minutes 
 

Annual General Meeting Meeting, Tuesday September 17, 2013, Freedom Hall, 7:30 
PM 
 
Rich Boden called the meeting to order at &:30 PM.  He then gave a brief synopsis 
of the Executive Board’s work over the last 12 months, highlighting the many 
“Concerns of Cotuit,’ which had been presented to officials of the Town of 
Barnstable at their annual site visit to Cotuit in the Spring last year.  He was glad to 
report that the majority of those concerns had been addressed with some, such as 
parking on Old Shore Road of ongoing attention.   
 
He then invited Henry O’Shaughnessy to report on the Cotuit Fishing Derby.  Mr. 
O’Shaughnessy described the derby as a great success in all aspects this past year 
and presented the Civic Association with the check for the proceeds of $6500.00 
which will be used to fund Christmas in Cotuit and the Fourth of July Parade.  
There was a round of applause to thanks the organizers for their hard work. 
 
Rich Boden then called on the officers of the Nominating Committee, Bill Babcock 
and Phyllis Miller, to make their report. The nominating Committee proposed 
Michael Scanlon as a new member to the Executive Board, and Rich Boden, Chris 
Olsen and Dick Hamilton as returning members for election to terms ending in 
2016.  On a motion duly made and seconded, the nominations were accepted 
unanimously. 
 
Rich Boden then introduced Larry Dapsis, Deer Tick Program Coordinator - 
Entomologist at Cape Cod Cooperative Extension, who gave a thorugh review of the 
problem posed by Black Legged Ticks on Cape Cod.  This is a 12 month problem.  
His 3 recommendations:  
 

1. Protect yourself: wear long clothing with pants tucked into socks when in 
long grass or  woodlands.  Use clothing treated with permethrin. 

2. Protect your yard: Spray 3/4 times annually with permethrin the 
boarders of your property where lawn gives way to leaf litter and long 
grass where you or children may enter. 

3. Protect your pet: Lyme disease vaccine is available for pets and anti-tick 
medications are excellent to protect dogs.  Routine tick inspection is still 
necessary  



The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Thomas K. Burgess 
Secretary 



PO Box 121 
Cotuit, MA02635 

Minutes 
 

 Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday September 3, 2013, Cotuit Library, 7:00 PM 
 
Attending: Rich Boden, Phyllis Miller, Tom Burgess, Bill Maher, Dave Doyle, Chris 
Gargiulo, Dick Hamilton, Amy Kates, Mike Scanlon, Jessica Rapp Grassetti 
 
Absent: Bill Babcock, Stacey Schakel, Chris Olsen. 
 
Presentation: Judy Garvey represented a number of residents concerned about the 
state of Loop Beach.  They have presented a number of issues to Patty Machado, of 
the Town Recreation Dept. and to Steve Sundelin of the Town Sturctures and 
Grounds and William Cole of the Town Disabilities Commission.   

! The current handicap ramp needs to be extended to the high tide line and have a 
removable extension to the water.  The extension should be stored after the 
season. The railing needs to be reinstalled along the entire length. 

! The handicap bathroom is at the opposite end of the parking lot from the ramp.  
This should be corrected. 

! There has been no cleaning of seaweed at the beach – even above the mean high 
water mark.  Lifeguards have had to move classes to Riley’s and have not called 
to have the beach cleaned.   [Jessica Rapp Grassetti noted that state rules prevent 
raking below the mean high water mark, and this summer foul and rotted seaweed 
was present in the water.  An appeal may have to be made to the State concerning 
this hygiene issue.] 

! Some warning flag should be flown when wind velocity presents a danger to 
beach umbrella use.  People have been hurt by flying umbrellas. 

! Some effort should be made to enlarge the designated swimming area and repair 
and renovate the floats that demark this area. 

! Illegal un-stickered parking is endemic.  The fine needs to be doubled and 
enforcement increased. 

!  
In the ensuing discussion it was generally agreed that with 4 lifeguards posted to Loop 
Beach, the job description should include monitoring the parking and requesting clean up 
where it cannot be accomplished by minor raking by the assigned staff. 
 
 
 



Business Meeting: 
 
Secretary’s Report: Approved as written 
Treasurer’s Report: Monthly Report submitted to 8-31-13, and approved.    
 
 A discussion followed, which concluded with the appointment of a sub-committee 
of Bill Maher, Mike Scanlon, Amy Kates and Dick Hamilton to review the nature of the 
Association’s Fidelity accounts that have not performed well in the past year.  The 
committee will review the options of CD accounts and other investments with guaranteed 
income as well as the Association’s expectations for what purpose these funds are held.   
The sub-committee will report at the November meeting. 
 
Precinct 7 – 
 

! Jessica has requested a second speed enforcement sign for Cotuit.  This could go 
back on Putnam Ave. or School St.  People are still going too fast in front of the 
Cotuit Grocery.   

! The barrel has been removed from parking lot at the village center.  There 
remains a barrel at Main St. approaching the 5 corners, as there is a flooding 
problem at this point. 

! T the wooden guard rail just past Highland Ave on School Street has been 
repaired.. 

! Cobblestone curbs:  The few permitted by the town engineer have set a bad 
precedent.  Jessica is seeking a blanket restriction on further permits.  
Cobblestone curbs without town permits should be removed, 

 
Old Business: 
 
U.S. Flags on Main St.:  Jessica received a complaint about the state of the American 

flags put up by the Historical Society for the 4th of July. Bartlett Tree finally 
removed the flags at the Labor Day weekend.  Dave Doyle reports that the 
proprietors of the Kettle-Ho are interested in funding and handling this project.  
He will explore this.  The Historical Society has requested funds to replace flags.  
No funds should be disbursed until Dave has discussed with the Kettle-Ho.  Flags 
should go up and come down on specified dates and should be placed only on 
utility poles with street lights as flags flying by night must be lit - according the 
rules of flag etiquette. 

 
Firecracker 5 K Race: Final bills are being paid & the resulting remainder of the intake 

will be remitted to the Civic Association probably by next month. 
 
Fishing Derby: Dave Doyle reports that the sum to be remitted to the Association may 

be in the vicinity of $6500.00.  In view of this, he would like Henry 
O’Shaughnessy to speak about the Fishing Derby and present the proceeds to the 
Association at the annual general meeting on Sept. 17.   

 



Annual General Meeting:  On Tuesday, 17 September, Larry Dapsis of the Cape 
Cod Cooperative Extension will speak about the Deer/Dog/and Lone Star 
Tick problems on Cape Cod.  At this meeting, elections will be held for 
members of the Executive Board of the Civic Association. 

 
Sampson’s Island Dredging:  The Conservation Commission hearing is now set for 

September 17th, which conflicts with our general meeting.  There is considerable 
controversy over this project, but residents should be aware that Sampson’s Island 
is the private property of the Massachusetts Audubon Society and that the 
navigable channel is currently blocked by the point of the island forcing it to run 
impermissibly close to the de facto public beach at Riley’s.   By law, vessels are 
not permitted to pass within 150 feet of a public swimming beach.   

 
Old Shore Road:  

! The general feeling is that the changes effected this summer have made some 
improvement in the traffic flow and crowding at Hooper’s landing.  Jessica feels 
that a seasonal one-way flow from Ropes Beach to Main Street may be a further 
improvement. 

! 147 vessels counted on 8/10 represent a lower number than last year.  Waterways, 
conservation and natural resources/harbormaster need to ascertain what dinghies 
are and how they should be permitted.  Jessica Rapp Grassetti feels that 
conservation’s limits on private alteration etc. to coastal dunes needs to be 
projected onto the Town’s own lands. 

 
New Business 
 
Home Invasions: In addition to the reported use of the cottage at 671 Main St., it has 

been learned that there was a similar occurrence at a house further out Main St., 
which was discovered in June but not reported to the police.  The police urge 
residents to report suspected unauthorized entrance to private dwellings  

 
Coastal Clean Up:  This is scheduled by the weekend of Sept. 21-22.  The 3 Bays 

paddleboard race will be run at Ropes on September 21.  Thus, Sunday will be the 
date for the pick up from Ropes to Hooper’s Landing.  Rich Boden will contact 
Judy Garvey to gather a group to do Loop Beach.  Phyllis Miller will supervise 
Riley’s and Chris Gargiulo/Bill Babcock will oversee Little River Road.   

 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Tom Burgess, Secretary 
 
 
 



PO Box 121 
Cotuit, MA02635 

Minutes 
 

 Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday October 1, 2013, Cotuit Library, 7:00 PM 
 
Attending: Rich Boden, Phyllis Miller,, Bill Maher, Dave Doyle, Chris Gargiulo, Mike 
Scanlon, Jessica Rapp Grassetti 
Absent: Bill Babcock, Tom Burgess, Dick Hamilton, Chris Olsen, Stacy Schakel. 
 
Presentation: Chris Wiseman of the Cotuit Water Department reviewed the recent 
boil water order from the Cotuit Water Department a nd the measures being taken 
to correct the problem of contamination in the Cotuit water system.    
 

In general, water samples are taken from 10 sources in the system  on a routine 
basis.  At one site [at a residence] in the first week of September, fecal coliform 
bacteria were detected.  Efforts are being made to improve testing and to isolate 
the source of the contamination at this testing site.  When testing indicated 
contamination, Mr Wiseman personally visited all business using Cotuit water to 
inform them of the problem and to instruct them to dispose of all water & ice & 
use bottled or boiled water until the boil water order was rescinded.  Residents 
were informed by the Barnstable Police notification system and newspapers.  
Residents who are not registered with the Barnstable Police [i.e. cell phone only 
users et alii] should seek to do so.  The system has been flushed and chlorinated, 
and the chlorine content is decreasing at this time.  The system will be chlorine 
free by the end of the month. 

 
Business Meeting 
Secretary’s reports: Executive Board Meeting 9/3 - approved 
             Annual Meeting 9/17  - approved 
 
Treasurer’s report:  Report to 9/30/13 was approved.  The sub-committee on allocation 
of investment funds will not report until the November board meeting.   
 
Precinct 7:   

1. Jessica has been appointed to the Water Quality and Waste Water 
Advisory Committee of the town.  There is an 8-month timetable for 
reporting back to the town.  They will work by area starting with the 
Waquoit/Popponesset area.   



2. Jessica and Rich met with members of the DPW to review the trimming on 
Old Shore Road and to urge a more aggressive cut back on the west side of 
the road along the shore. 

 
Old Business: 
 

1. The Fishing Tournament was a great success. Henry O’Shaughnessy and  
Rick Barry were pleased to make the donation of $6500 at the annual general 
meeting. 

 
2. Firecracker Road Race;  Dave Doyle reported that funds should be remitted 

to the Civic Association soon.  
 

3. Christmas in Cotuit:  
a. This will be celebrated on Saturday, December 7.   
b. Dave Doyle has found a provider for a horse drawn hayride.  Bill 

Maher will provide a check to cover the deposit for this.   
c.  Despite efforts to find a new person to act as Santa, it looks as if Dave 

will be on deck for another year.   
d. Bartlett Tree will give an estimate on decorating the tree with lights 

hung around the tree.  It was voted to use colored lights & expend 
funds to replace broken or missing strings. 

 
4. Concerns of Cotuit: 

a. Rich reported that there were 107 vessels on Ropes Beach down from 
147 in mid-summer.   Kayaks outnumber everything but dinghies. 
Catamarans take the most space per individual vessel, seconded by 
lasers and sunfish.  

b. After we collect a list of concerns, an April or May site visit by town 
officials will be scheduled. 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
Phyllis Miller, Vice President 
Tom Burgess, Secretary 
 
 
 



 
 

PO Box 121 
Cotuit, MA02635 

Minutes 
 

 Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday November 5, 2013, Cotuit Library, 7:00 PM 
 
Attending: Rich Boden, Phyllis Miller, Tom Burgess, Bill Babcock, Dave Doyle, Dick 
Hamilton, Mike Scanlon, Jessica Rapp Grassetti 
Absent: Chris Gargiulo, Bill Maher, Chris Olsen, Stacy Schakel. 
 
Business Meeting 
Secretary’s reports: Executive Board Meeting 10/1 - approved 
              
Treasurer’s report:  The Treasurer’s Monthly Report to 10/31/13 was approved.   The 
Preliminary Budget for 2013/14 was distributed.  
 
Precinct 7:   

1. Jessica attended a meeting on this date with Town Manager Tom Lynch and 
other Town officials and Paul Logan, president of the Cotuit Athletic 
Association, and Tom Burgess representing the Civic Association, at which 
Jaci Barton of the Barnstable Land Trust presented the Lowell family’s offer 
of sale of the 19 acres surrounding Lowell Park to the BLT.  As part of the 
project, the BLT is prepared to sell a 100-foot wide strip of land around the 
existing baseball park to the Town.  The family has placed certain 
contingencies on the sale to the BLT which include among others that no 
lights be placed any land sold and that the wooded nature of Putnam Avenue 
remain as is.  The BLT wished to know if the Town would be content with 
these contingencies.  After discussion, it was concluded that the Town saw no 
difficulty in the contingencies presented by the Lowell family. Tom Burgess 
distributed a sketch of the proposed 3 acres +/- to be transferred to the Town 
on an existing conditions plan. 

 
2. 4th of July Flags:  The Cotuit Historical Society will continue to be in charge 

of this.  They are aware of the need to remove the flags in a timely fashion.  A 
suggestion was made that U.S. flags be flown from lighted telephone poles 
and 375th Barnstable anniversary flags be flown from un-lit poles.  Rich noted 
that the Civic Association might be willing to help with the purchase of 375th 
flags.   The Prudential Committee should be approached about lighting the 
flagpole in the park if the flag is going to continue to fly 24/7. 



 
3. Jessica continues to work with the DPW concerning Old Shore Road and to 

urge a more aggressive cut back on the west side of the road along the shore.  
The railroad ties on the road up from the boat landing should be removed. 

 
4. Jo Anne Miller Buntich wishes to come to Cotuit to research the Putnam 

Pathway Proposal.  It was recommended that she make a presentation to the 
Civic Association Executive Board before any public meeting is held.  This 
could be done at the February meeting. 

 
Old Business: 

 
1. Preliminary report from the Sub-Committee on Finance: Mike Scanlon 

reported that the sub-committee recommended closing the Fidelity account 
and moving that to a Citizens Bank Money Market Account at a current rate 
of .65% per annum.  On a motion made and seconded, the Board voted 
unanimously to do this.  There will be a future report on a proposal to invest 
the other portion of our accounts in CD’s with a laddering process. 

 
2. Firecracker Road Race; Dave Doyle reported that no funds would be 

remitted to the Civic Association as the event ran at a loss.  He was extremely 
disappointed.  

 
3. Christmas in Cotuit:  

a. This will be celebrated on Saturday, December 7.   
b. Dave Doyle presented the budget for Christmas in Cotuit.  This was 

accepted with a few minor emendations.    
c. The board voted to acquire a new Santa suit for the prospective new 

volunteer Santa. 
d. Volunteers will help with the day and be on hand to help clean up at 

the end of the program.   
 

4. Cotuit Water department:  Rich Boden informed the board that chlorination 
was still in effect in minor amounts, but testing has revealed no e. coli in the 
water and that chlorination should end soon.    Phyllis Miller brought a 
concern from a resident that droppings from the enlarging flocks of wild 
turkeys in Cotuit might present a contaminant to the well fields.  Tom Burgess 
will research. 

 
5. Sampson’s Island:  At the 10/29 conservation commission meeting on the 

proposed removal of the point and dredging of the channel, Three Bays 
Preservation, Inc. & Mass. Audubon Society, Inc. requested a continuance. 

 
6. 671 Main St.  Phyllis Miller attended a ZBA meeting on Oct 22 at which Bay 

Point LLC [Stuart Bornstein] was granted a short extension to his 
comprehensive permit to build at 671 Main St.  There was opportunity for 



public comment as the extension was deemed “minor” by town officials and 
granted.   Tom Burgess and others had written opposing the extension. 

 
7. Concerns of Cotuit: 

a. a. Dinghies; numbers are down but the range of vessels still runs 
from catamarans, to kayaks, canoes, sunfish, paddle-boats and 
dinghies.   

b. b. Old Shore Road: Parking and traffic routing remain an issue. 
c. c. Loop Beach:  Issues raised at our previous meeting should be 

addressed. 
d. d. Derelict properties/suspicious activities this continues to be an 

issue in some areas of the village. Police notification is necessary and 
abutters should be proactive on this. 



New Business: 
 

1.  Santuit Preserve Clean Up.  At 9 AM, November 16 there will be a 
combined clean up by Mashpee/Cotuit volunteers of the Santuit Pond 
Preserve.  Cotuit volunteers should meet at the entrance at 1000 
Santuit/Newtown Road.  Phyllis Miller is the point person. 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
T.K. Burgess, Secretary 



 
 

PO Box 121 
Cotuit, MA02635 

Minutes 
 

 Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday December 3, 2013, Cotuit Library, 7:00 PM 
 
Attending: Rich Boden,  Phyllis Miller,  Bill Maher, Tom Burgess, Bill Babcock,  Dave 
Doyle,  Dick Hamilton,  Mike Scanlon. 
Absent: Chris Gargiulo,  Amy Kates,  Chris Olsen,  Stacy Schakel,  Jessica Rapp 
Grassetti. 
 
Business Meeting 
Secretary’s report: The minutes of the  Executive Board Meeting on 11/5  were 

approved 
              
Treasurer’s report:  The Treasurer’s Monthly Report to 11/30/13 was approved.  
 
Precinct 7:  In the absence of Jessica Rapp Grassetti, there was no Precinct 7 report. 
 
Old Business: 

 
1. Presentations: Jo Anne Miller Buntich was unable to be present to describe 

the Putnam Pathway Proposal.  It is hoped that she will attend the February 
meeting.  Jennifer Wiley, head librarian, is prepared to come to the March 
meeting to update the Executive Board on developments at the Cotuit Library.   

 
2. Sub-Committee on Finance: In reviewing the monthly Treasurer’s report, It 

was noted that money market funds have now been moved into a Citizens’ 
Bank savings account which pays .05%.  Businesses have a hard time getting 
the same interest rates as individuals.  The Board authorized the Treasurer to 
move the GNMA funds to a bank certificate of deposit and to take sufficient 
funds from our cash on hand to meet a minimum deposit level. 

 
3. Christmas in Cotuit:  

a. There were numerous expressions of thanks to Dave Doyle for the new 
lights on the Christmas Tree.  Bartlett Tree assisted with the hanging 
of the lights. 

b. Dave Doyle asked for volunteers for the coming Saturday. Rich Boden 
and Mike Scanlon will handle traffic etc. at the hayride.  Tom Burgess 



will mind the electronics in the park while Lisa Supka is at the Town 
Dock.   Attenddees should help with clean-up at the end of the events. 

c. The new Santa fits the old suit and is happy with it.  Dave has liaised 
with him and he is ready.   

d. Bill Maher checked with Dave on checks necessary to complete the 
event.  Checks will be issued for the hayride, the Library, the Church, 
and to Lisa Supka.  Steve Heywood of Bartlett will get a letter of 
thanks; there may be a charge for removing the lights later in January 
& this will be handled at that time..   

 
4. Cotuit Water department:  Rich Boden informed the board that chlorination 

was stopped on November 22.  Tom Burgess reported that after consulting a 
couple of sources, there seems to be little ground for concern about the flocks 
of turkeys contaminating the well fields.  Turkeys, unlike swans and geese 
which tend to remain in the same pond much of the time, move around quite 
bit from roost to roost and do not pose a concentrated source of 
contamination.   

 
5. Lowell Property – “Keep Lowell Park Green”.  The Barnstable Land Trust 

has commenced its fund-raising to purchase this land for conservation.  The 
goal is $1.8 million of which $1.6 is the agreed purchase price.   The Town 
will purchase 100 feet around the fence of the ball park [circa 3 acres = 
$300K+/-] with CIP funds and may have CPA finds to support part of the cost 
of the other 16 acres. 

 
6. Sampson’s Island: The Conservation Commission will take up the request to 

shorten the point in May after requested reports are in.  There was a 
suggestion that sand be used to refresh public beaches/ways to water, if the 
project ever gets permitted. 

 
7. 671 Main St.  There is activity here from various professionals looking a the 

site and perhaps making estimates for work.  Tom Burgess recommended 
asking Jessica Rapp Grassetti to inquire about site review meetings and other 
hurdles, which the developer must meet to start the project. The Civic 
Association needs to maintain vigilance on this site. 

 
8. Dinghies: The most recent census shows that the dinghy removal program is 

working well.  Almost 100% of the dinghies were removed by their owners.  
The few remaining are in use.  There was discussion about how best to deal 
with the placement of dinghies and limiting the type of craft allowable on 
Town property during the April – November period.  It was noted that the 
removal of the Phragmites at Ropes has opened up more area for storage and 
congestion is not as bad as it was[census down to 140+ from 190+ the 
previous year].  Some monitoring needs to done to see the effect  of 
dinghy/kayak etc. storage on the flora at this site. 

 



9. Santuit Pond Clean-up.  Phyllis Miller, Bill Babcock and Tom Burgess 
removed three bags of trash on the designated morning – 11/16.  Tom Burgess 
suggested that clean-up days and other events, for which volunteers would be 
a help, be advertised well in advance on our website. Perhaps notices could be 
put up at the Post Office and Library to encourage volunteers from outside the 
Executive Board.  People are willing to help but not informed. 

 
10. Concerns of Cotuit: Rich Boden distributed a draft list of items to be 

submitted to the Town Manager in 2014.  There was discussion of the items 
and a revised and updated list is attached herewith. 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
 
T.K. Burgess, Secretary 
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