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P. O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
Minutes 

 
Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, April 4, 2017, Cotuit Library, 7:00pm 
 
Present: Jim Dannhauser, Phyllis Miller, Tom Burgess, Natalie Spence, Bill Babcock, Chris Gargiulo, Dick 

Hamilton, Fred Johanson, Mike Scanlon, Carol Zais, Leslie Leveille.  
Guest:  Representing Precinct 7, Jessica Rapp Grassetti 
Absent: Dave Doyle 
  
Business Meeting:  
 

1. Secretary’s report: The Secretary’s report for March 7, 2017 was approved as written. 
 

2. Treasurer’s report: The Treasurer’s report to March 31, 2017 was approved as written. Natalie 
noted that there was an extraordinary expense for the Lujean’s printing of the information card about 
Cotuit Water Company’s solar project.  Jim Dannhauser noted that 372 e-mails went out on this 
subject of which 263 were opened.  He will write in Cotuit Currents that supplying an e-mail 
addresses helps the Association keep members in contact throughout the year. 

 
3. Precinct 7: (1) Jessica Rapp Grassetti thanked the Board for their efforts in informing the residents 

of Cotuit of the various meetings held in the past month concerning the Cotuit Water Company’s 
solar project.  She noted that the vote by the Town Council allows the Water Company to reapply 
from the beginning of the process with the same or revised plans for a solar field.  Their current 
contract with the solar provider is binding for 1000 days. (2) Jessica noted that an article could be 
placed on the Fire District warrant to limit district expenses for further projects.  (3) The Town may 
develop a provision forbidding clear cutting with 1200 feet of the working village well. (4) It appears 
that the temporary cell tower near the Main Street water tower is not permitted. (5) In the proposed 
budget for the coming year, there are only a few capital expenditures for Cotuit, one of which is the 
repaving of Nickerson Road. Repairs to Main St. where gas work has been done and the repaving of 
Mariners Circle, Mooring Drive and Anchor Lane will be done in the following year. (6) In a 
response to a query from Dick Hamilton concerning the status of the project to open the entrance to 
Cotuit Bay, Jessica noted that Three Bays had underestimated the time and cost of permitting the 
project. The directorship is changing and their involvement is less committed.  The Town still needs 
to find funds to acquire its own dredge. 
 

Old Business: 
 

1 Memorial Park – Natalie Spence and Leslie Leveille reported on their first meeting about improving 
the walkways and landscaping in the park.  They are in the process of creating a wish list and a phased 
schedule for improvements.  These would include moving the flag pole back to allow a path from the 
library steps to descend to the circle around it, moving the monuments, one of which is encroached by 
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the Library landscaping, and redesigning the shape of the flower beds, and placing benches without 
impeding the needs of the various entities which use the park for events and fairs.  They will meet 
again with Chris Gonella to work out a more detailed plan. 
 

2 Association Meetings: The May 16 meeting will cover the presentation of the Cotuit Fire District 
budget and candidates for District offices. The election of District Officers will be held at Freedom 
Hall on May 30 from 4 to 8 p.m. and the Annual Meeting, the following evening at 7:30 p.m. The 
Town Manager will be the principal speaker for the June 20 meeting and will address water issues in 
Barnstable and Cotuit.  

 
3 4th of July Parade: Dave Doyle reports that all is on track. 

 
4 Putnam Pathway: There was no knowledge of the status of this project, and the staffing at the Town 

office of Growth and Development has changed. 
 
New Business:  
 

1 District Meetings:  Carol Zais suggested that a member of the board should attend the monthly 
meetings of the Prudential Committee, Fire and Water Commissioners.  There was general agreement.  
Carol will attend the Water Commissioners, Jim Dannhauser will attend the Prudential Committee, 
Leslie Leveille volunteered for the Fire Commissioners but may be prevented by the meeting time. 
 

2 Village Clean-up: Jim will note in the Cotuit Currents that members of the Board will be out and 
about this month with volunteer vests picking up the sides of our village roads.  Later in the season 
groups will be formed to tackle the shore.  Phyllis Miller noted that the wrack at Riley’s will need the 
help of the Town DPW. 

 
The Meeting adjourned at 8:25 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary 
 
   
 


