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P. O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
Minutes 

Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, August 1, 2017, Cotuit Library, 7:00pm 
 
In attendance: James Dannhauser, Phyllis Miller, Natalie Spence, Tom Burgess, Bill Babcock 

Dave Doyle, Chris Gargiulo, Leslie Leveille, Carol Zais 
Guest: Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Town Councilor 
Absent: Dick Hamilton, Fred Johanson, Mike Scanlon 
 

I. Secretary’s Report: The minutes for June 6, 2017 were approved. 
II. Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s report to July 31, 2017 was approved. It was noted that 

donations were down in comparison to previous years.  The later mailing of the renewal letter is 
believed to be the cause. 

III. Precinct 7 Report: Jessica Rapp Grassetti  
• There are problems concerning group housing at 54 Sandalwood Road.  The police have 

been on site and the neighborhood watch is involved.  Other group houses have been 
quiet. 

• Cyanobacteria levels have lessened at Lovells Pond, and it is now open for swimming – 
no pets however. 

• Potholes in the parking lot opposite the KettleHo have been addressed 
• Old Shore Road remains difficult with trailers waiting to use the Hoopers Landing ramp 

slowing up through traffic.  Encroachments by abutting residences are a problem.  Jessica 
is looking to set up a committee to examine the whole situation at this site, inclusive of 
boat and kayak storage.   

• 671 Main St. condo development still has no certificate of occupancy. Phyllis Miller noted 
the dead trees at the front of the property may pose a danger to the power lines. 

• Route 28 studies continue at State and Cape Cod Commission level.  A recent meeting at 
the Mashpee Library concerning Route 28 toward the Mashpee rotary was attended by 80 
people. 

• Stuart Bornstein avers he will repair the Windmill Square windmill vanes this month.  
• August 14 at 7:00 PM there is a review of the proposed amendment to the solar overlay 

protocol.  Jessica urges attendance. This will prevent clear cutting within 500 feet of a 
town well head.   
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Old Business 
 

I. Memorial Park: on hold at the moment.  The next steps will be to involve the interested 
parties, Craft Fest, Brush Off, Library and others in the planning process.  Perhaps an interest 
group such as “The Friends of Memorial Park” can undertake to move this along. 

II. Nominating Committee: Tom Burgess reported that the retiring members of the Board, 
himself, Jim Dannhauser, Bill Babcock and Chris Gargiulo had all expressed a willingness to 
stay on. The Nominating Committee recommended that they be re-elected for another term, 
and the Board voted to accept this recommendation. 

III. Report of Fire District Meetings: Carol Zais gave a brief run-down of the month’s Fire 
District meetings.  The Water Commissioners are exploring harvesting lumber from their 
property and are commencing a review of the water rates.  

IV. Citizen Handbook: Jim Dannhauser followed up on comments made at the previous meeting 
that the Citizen Guide revisited by the Prudential Committee is not a publication for which the 
Civic Association is responsible. It could include a page with our mission statement and 
schedule of public meetings. 

V. Sampson’s Island:  The status of this project remains in limbo.  The Army Corps have not 
yet issued their permit though that has been expected.  A group has appealed the State’s 
issuance of a permit.  This will be contested in September.  If delays occur, no dredging can 
occur this winter.  Chris Gargiulo noted the presence of foul smelling methane producing 
detritus that comes up from below the new southwesterly protrusion of the point.   

VI. Fourth of July Parade: Dave Doyle produced a spread sheet indicating that expenses this 
year ran some $500 less than last.  At issue are the number of entrants who have handed out 
items with company logo etc. contrary to the parade rules that no advertising be done.  Dave 
is considering banning those who have broken this rule.  A discussion ensued concerning this 
topic, and it was agreed to discuss it further at a future meeting. 

New Business:  There was no new business.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary 


