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P. O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
Minutes 

 
Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, February 7, 2017, Cotuit Library, 7:00pm 
 
Attending: Jim Dannhauser, Phyllis Miller, Natalie Spence, Bill Babcock, Fred Johanson, Carol Zais 
 
Absent: Tom Burgess, Dave Doyle, Chris Gargiulo, Dick Hamilton, Leslie Leveille, Mike Scanlon 
 
Guests: Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Town Councilor,  
 Chris Gonnella, Grounds Section Foreman of Barnstable D.P.W 
 
Guest Presentation: 
 
Chris Gonnella of Town of Barnstable Buildings and Grounds distributed a handout with an overview of his 
findings from an inspection of Cotuit Memorial Park, Town dock and Ropes beach, that he completed with 
Phyllis Miller, recently. He discussed ways to improve Memorial park (trees, memorial stone placement, 
pathways, lighting, flagpole, connectivity of streets to Park, aesthetics of planting areas) and ways to fund.  
He recommended the Civic Association work on a master plan and then ways to phase the project. Chris 
mentioned some ideas for possible funding thru CIP, private donations and fundraising. 
 
There was discussion around how Memorial Park is used and ways to improve it. Also, discussed were the 
lighting needs, safety, symmetry and paths between areas of use and access.  
 
Chris mentioned there is a new tree warden for the Town of Barnstable.  
 
After Chris left there was discussion on ideas and what should be our next step. There was at one point a 
proposed Eagle scout project for providing some lighting on walkways that never went through.  Lighting the 
flagpole is important to follow up on as there may be some left over funds in 2017 town budget. Jim will 
draft an email to Chris requesting an “as built” of Memorial Park.  Natalie will try to find the drawings 
completed from the library’s design work.  The hope is to have this information to review at the March board 
meeting. It was mentioned that eventually it might be prudent to form a subcommittee including 
representative from the civic board, library, church, business abutters and community.  
 
Business Meeting: 
 
Secretary’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the minutes of the Executive Board meeting of 
December 6, 2016 were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Natalie handed out and reviewed the account balances including an income/expenses 
comparison of 2015 and 2016.  She noted there hasn’t been much activity since we last met. 
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Precinct 7 Report: Jessica Rapp Grassetti noted the following 1) the couch on Main Street is gone; 2) there 
is a meeting on 2/13/17 regarding amendments to the zoning for the solar project of the Water Department; 
3) the Cape Cod Commission Route 28 corridor study project link can be found on her website; 4) there is a 
hold up on the cellular monopole as the Water Department needs to get approval for the location of the pole; 
5) 671 Main Street is still not finished and the project has had zero sales (Phyllis Miller noted that there 
appears to be a torn down electrical box with cut wires on one of the units); 6) Jessica mentioned she is 
looking into getting the stretch of Main Street, from Putnam to Ocean View, on the Town’s paving list.  
 
 
Old Business: 
 
Concerns of Cotuit list: Jim requested one more review of the list. Bill Babcock requested Little River 
landing be included. Jessica mentioned Cordwood Landing and Santuit River crossing. Jim and Jessica will 
be finalizing the date for the Tour of Cotuit and will be including a map for this year’s tour.  
 
Town Dock trash and recycling: What should we do for the upcoming season is still undecided. There 
were some suggestions that the Town would be placing receptacles for recycling at the Dock for this season.  
Carol Zais volunteered to reach out to her contact at Big Belly to find out if they sell or only rent new units 
and what do they offer for recycling.  
 
Schedule for General Meetings: Jim will bring the list to March meeting and would like each board 
member to sign up for at least one meeting they will attend. He will be at all the meetings to set up, but is 
requesting at least one other board member be at every meeting, too.  
 
On a motion made and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Carol Zais. Secretary pro tempore. 
 
 
 
 


