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P. O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
Minutes 

Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, June 6, 2017, Cotuit Library, 7:00pm 
 
In attendance:  Carol Zais, Leslie Leveille, Phyllis Miller, James Dannhauser,  

Mike Scanlon, Dave Doyle, Dick Hamilton, Fred Johanson,  
Natalie Spence, Chris Gargiulo,  

Guest: Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Town Councilor 
Absent: Tom Burgess, Bill Babcock 
 

I. Secretary’s Report: The minutes for May 2, 217 were approved as modified. 
II. Treasurer’s Report: A spread sheet was provided of 2016 to 2017 (year to date) for 

comparison.  Total escrow $45,994.61. Mid-year income slightly lower with $425.00 less in 
donations. Expenses are higher by $3888.83 contributing to this is the insurance as well as cost 
of July 4th parade. Both are primarily timing differences – total cost of Parade expected to be 
slightly lower this year, and total insurance expense will see a small increase on a year over 
year basis. The Treasurer’s report to May 31, 2017 was approved. 

III. Precinct 7 Report: Jessica Rapp Grassetti  
• Old Shore Road cement guard post removal scheduled for after the summer season. 

Overall assessment of the Ropes Beach area, including parking, kayak and other vessel 
storage, ramp etc. to be undertaken to establish plan for for improvement.  

• Phragmites – have been cut and will be treated. 
• 24 Old Shore Road cited by the Town to remove accumulated wood chips and other 

vegetation which is obstructing signage and not in compliance with wetland property 
restrictions. 

• Pine Ridge Road – 16 properties have approved improvements to this private road.  Cost 
to be borne by abutters. 

• 399 Popponessett Road complained about storm drain blockage causing flooding at street. 
Town spent 2 hours correcting the problem However, the Town is not responsible for 
ongoing maintenance of storm drains or other improvements on private roads. This is the 
future responsibility of the abutting landowners. This occurrence is considered a one-time 
“emergent response” to this homeowner.  

• House bill 3484 public meeting on taxation of short term rental property scheduled at the 
Town Hall on June 12, 2017 3pm -6pm. Discussion on equitable taxation among 
commercial and private residences. 

• Borego Company Contract – no notice on their intent to “Void” their contract on the solar 
project. They have not re-nourished the woodland that they undermined. Ongoing 
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discussion by the Town Council on review of amendments to zoning to prohibit 
developments within certain distance of any public well heads. 

• Port-a-potty now at town dock 
• Cell tower initiative of Water Department to be presented at Association meeting 

scheduled for July 18, 2017 7:30pm Freedom Hall – will explore the facts pursuant to the 
project, review and discuss proposed contracts, specifications etc. Cape Cod Commission 
will need to approve this project. 

• Second annual Lowell Park Father’s Day Blueberry Pie eating contest – 4:30pm June 18, 
2017 

Old Business 
I. Cotuit Town Manager Mark Ell’s Site visit –  

• Loop Beach sign not to be replaced at the top of the hill but will be replaced and mounted 
closer to the parking lot.  

• Memorial Park project pending more specific “wish list” from Association in concert with 
adjoining land owners.  

• Lowell Park and Main Street intersection grassy knoll – likely target for illegal parking.  
Fencing will be installed and the area beautified – surveying already begun.  

• Waldorf School field - low priority to even the grass. A Town-wide study of all fields is 
underway.  This field is controlled by the Waldorf School during school hours but is 
otherwise available for public use.  As such, it should be included in the Town study. 
 

II. July 4th Parade –  
• Budget slightly lower this year due to no cost of signage this year and new vendor for 

Porta John (PINA Sanitation). 
• Volunteers needed especially at the Post Office on School Street. Dave will send emails 

enlisting people 
• Donation box to be placed at Coop as approved by Meghan at the store 1 week prior. 

Leslie to arrange. 
III. Fire District – 3 divisions: Water, Fire, Prudential. Jim encourages everyone to attend their 

meetings and become more aware of how the budget is allocated and how the divisions 
function. We will be better advocates for our Association’s mission to educate the community 
through our own broadened understanding.  

IV. Announcement for future meetings –  
• June meeting > Town Manager to discuss water quality with a focus on the town of 

Barnstable as a whole 
• July > Cotuit Water Department will speak about the progress on the cell towers. 
 

New Business 
I. Cotuit Currents – newsletter time consuming and space is limited. It has traditionally been 

used to provide information regarding events held by the non-profit entities active in the 
Village, and has been a valuable tool in this regard. Carol mentioned one role should be using 
newsletter, or perhaps separate communication methods like e-mails, for announcements to 
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enhance shared governance to get townspeople involved and aware in advance of upcoming 
issues that require their vote – the solar project was used to exemplify this and dictated the 
format. 

II. Three Bays Preservation – now renamed “Barnstable Clean Water Coalition” under a new 
director who does not feel that dredging is a part of their newly defined mission. Given that 
the permit process has already been started for Sampson’s Island dredging project and is very 
close to conclusion, Three Bays expects that it will be completed but will be handed off to the 
town for the actual work. Therefore, we should not expect activity of dredging to occur in 
2017. 

III. Flags Along Main Street – Cotuit/Santuit Historical Society has in the past been responsible 
for the purchase and maintenance of the flags for the 4th of July displayed along Main Street.  
The Board does not believe that it would be appropriate for the Association to contribute to 
the cost of this. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leslie Leveille, Acting Secretary; transcribed, Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary 


