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P. O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
Minutes 

 
Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, MAY 2, 2017, Cotuit Library, 7:00pm 
 
Present: Phyllis Miller, Tom Burgess, Natalie Spence, Bill Babcock, Dave Doyle, Chris Gargiulo,, Mike 

Scanlon, Carol Zais, Leslie Leveille.  
Guest:  Representing Precinct 7, Jessica Rapp Grassetti 
Absent: Jim Dannhauser, Dick Hamilton, Fred Johanson 
  
Business Meeting:  
 

1. Secretary’s report: The Secretary’s report for April 4, 2017 was approved as written. 
 

2. Treasurer’s report: The Treasurer’s report to April 30, 2017 was approved as written. Natalie noted 
that there was an extra $300.00 for the Lujean’s printing of the information card about Cotuit Water 
Company’s solar project.  Directors’ insurance was the major expense for the month.  The board 
voted to place an advertisement in the Cotuit Kettleer’s 2017 handbook. 

 
3. Precinct 7: (1) Stuart Bornstein has made a request to alter the zoning at Windmill Square to allow 

ground floor apartments in the windmill structure and another structure at the backside of the 
property. (2) Notification is circulating pertaining to the request by property owners butting Riley’s 
beach to the north for beach nourishment and groin and jetty repair. (3) Signs need updating at 
Riley’s in re: strong currents.  Phyllis Miller suggested that Audubon be encouraged to limit mooring 
on the point.  (4) The storm water project undertaken by the Town of Barnstable, the Association to 
Preserve Cape Cod and Three Bays is soliciting input on their efforts to do work on major storm 
drains into the bays.  A urine diversion toilet is planned for the marina at Prince Cove as well as other 
projects there to limit nitrogen run off. (5) The old cement posts for guard rails along Old Shore 
Road, the Town Dock and at Cordwood are scheduled to be removed. An inquiry has been made as to 
whether the old chain link fence now removed to the north of the rain garden at the Town Dock will 
be replaced.  (6) A request was made by a member of the Board to find out the conservation status of 
the wood chips piled on the property above Hooper’s Landing as these are near the coastal bank. 
 

Old Business: 
 

1 Memorial Park – Natalie Spence and Leslie Leveille updated the board on the status of this project.  
Phase 1 would entail removing sick and dying trees from the park and pruning the healthy trees to 
encourage the foliage.  Phase 2 envisions a comprehensive design entailing moving the flag pole and 
circular path around it back on axis with the steps down from the library and reconfiguring the 
walkway to School Street.  Phase 2 might be broken down into separate tasks including a. moving the 
monument stones to align more symmetrically with the new plan and b. resurfacing the entire pathway 
system of the park.  Phase 3 might entail reconfiguring the landscaping of the gardens and shrubs. 
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a. Discussion ensued on how the Board might play a role in moving this project along. It is Town 
property and there are a number of important village users of the space. This will be a major 
topic of discussion at the Town Manager’s visit on May 5.   

 
2 4th of July Parade: Dave Doyle reports that all is on track.  The Christmas lights are down.  No 

registrations have been yet issued.  Dave and Stacy are trying a new system is planned whereby 
permits will not be mailed out to registrants but handed out on site the day of the parade, 

 
3 Concerns of Cotuit: The Board reviewed the following list: 

 

a. Water quality issues in Cotuit Bay.   
b. Dredging of channel between Sampson’s and Riley’s.  Need Town support.  Channel from 

Cotuit Bay to last red channel and beyond require dredging as well. 
c. Remove phragmites at Ropes and elsewhere, especially on southern portion of Main Street. 

Cut vegetation at intersections with Main Street.  Prune trees as needed. 
d. Memorial Park – flag lighting protocol.  Spring and fall plantings. Tree removal and walkway 

repair/move and other overall improvements. 
e. Road paving needs. 
f. 671 Main Street status. 
g. Continue with “Beach Guard” at Loop Beach 7 days a week and keep beach clean with weekly 

raking, seaweed removal, etc. 
h. Continue to enforce parking rules (No Parking, Beach Sticker only, etc.) throughout Village.  

Enforce no idling rules at beaches and other spots throughout Village. 
i. Enforce time limit on tie-up at Town Dock and vessel size and storage rules at all locations. 
j. Improve Cordwood Landing, which is a Town way to water, and consider Big Belly receptacle 

for that area as well as end of Little River Road at water. 
k. Santuit River crossing on Old Kings Road. 
l. Address Riley’s Beach erosion. 
m. Traffic flow on Putnam just below 28 (CVS/Dunkin Donuts) 
n. Resurface fields behind the Waldorf School. 
o. Repair water diverters on Old Shore Road. 

 
New Business:  
 

1 District Meetings:  Carol Zais suggested that some explanation be made in the Cotuit Currents of 
how the Cotuit Fire District is organized. 
 

2 Town-owned properties: Jessica noted that the Town is reviewing a list of properties it owns after 
repossession for back taxes owed.  The review will include a discussion of selling those for which the 
Town does not have use. 

 
The Meeting adjourned at 8:25 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary 
 
   
 


