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P. O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
Minutes 

Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, October 3, 2017, Cotuit Library, 7:00pm 
 
In attendance: James Dannhauser, Phyllis Miller, Natalie Spence, Tom Burgess, Bill Babcock, Dave Doyle, Chris 

Gargiulo, Dick Hamilton, Fred Johanson, Leslie Leveille, Mike Scanlon, Carol Zais 
 

I. Secretary’s Report: The minutes for September 5, 2017 were approved. 
II. Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s report to September 30, 2017 was approved. It was noted that 

dues and donations had come up and exceeded the total of 10/30 last year.  Donations included $750.00 
from the 5k race. 

III. Precinct 7 Report: In the absence of Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Jim Dannhauser gave a report on items she 
had communicated to him. 
• 671 Main St. The Town Attorney reports that there are 2 buyers interested in the market units and 

that the rental request is currently not active.  However, the Town Attorney’s office is still 
researching the legal issues concerning that request.  No occupancy permits have been issued for 
the property. 

• Pine Ridge Road.  The upgrade to the private road has been delayed by a need for further review 
by the Town Conservation Department.   

• Main St. A portion of Main St. in the Highgrounds will be resurfaced to remediate cuts created by 
the gas line renewal. 

• The Town Roads Committee will meet at 5:30 PM on Oct. 23 to review road improvements to 
private roads. Improvement to Old King’s Road will be an item on the agenda. 

Old Business 
 

I. Memorial Park: Natalie has secured a person to draw the draft proposal for improvements to 
Memorial Park.  That should be accomplished in about 2 weeks. Following that, she can p/resent the 
plans to the Federated Church, The Library and the Cahoon Museum as principal users of the park.  
Tom Burgess suggested that following that a public meeting might be held to gather feedback for 
villagers.   

II. General Meeting:  Since the September Meeting was canceled due to inclement weather, our by-laws 
stipulate that Association have one further meeting.  After discussion, it was agreed to hold a meeting 
at Freedom Hall on Tuesday, November 28 at 7:30 PM. 

III. Special Elections: Jim Dannhauser reminded the Board of the forthcoming vote on October 24.  Polls 
will be open from 12:00 noon to 8:00 PM.  This is a straight up or down vote by the participating 
towns to approve the expending of funds for the new Cape Cod Technical School.  The aggregate vote 
will decide the question. A discussion followed concerning the value of having an up-to-date technical 
school to train students for future employment on the Cape. 

IV. Sampson’s Island: The administrative judge who vacated an appeal of the state DEP permit for this 
project has reversed himself and a hearing will be held in Boston on December 7. At the very least, 
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this may hold up the project for the coming year.  Zenas Crocker will testify and can enter comments 
in support of the project sent to him. Barnstable Clean Water Coalition is seeking support from Village 
entities, particularly the Cotuit Mosquito Yacht Club.  Support for the project may be expressed by 
letter to him or by appearing as a witness at the appeal and testifying under oath.  Discussion ensued 
noting that the dredging at this area has been on the ‘Concerns of Cotuit” list since Town Manager’s 
visit began some years ago.  Tom Burgess noted that the Town had dredged away a smaller portion of 
the point of Sampson’s within the last decade to reopen the navigable channel as surveyed. Jim will 
communicate to Zenas Crocker. 

V. Christmas in Cotuit: Dave Doyle is happy with arrangements to date.  The hay ride is secured and 
other aspects fall into place in November. 

VI. Fire District Meetings: Carol Zais reported that the Prudential Committee had held a very short 
meeting touching on the development at the High St. property: the neighbors now do not wish to 
purchase the building. The needs assessment is ongoing. The Fire Commissioners are completing a 
review of the total legal expenses incurred by the District to respond to 2 persons making frequent 
public meeting complaints. They are reviewing septic architecture and roofing needs for district 
property.  Ambulance billing rates will rise to conform with County standards.  The Water 
Commissioners are working very hard on having clear goals for the fiscal years and meeting them.  A 
forestry project is in its infancy. Restoration of the area clear cut for the abandoned solar project is 
ongoing but is proving to be a bigger job than anticipated. There was concern that the Town had 
installed a fence on the corner of Lowell Ave. and Main St. with a cut for the fire hydrant without 
consulting the Cotuit Fire Department. Jim Dannhauser thanked Carol for her attendance at District 
Meetings and her latest report. 

VII. Old Shore Road: Phyllis Miller reported that a plan to rectify the encroachment of plantings etc. on 
the roadside at 24 Old Shore Road has been submitted to Conservation.    

New Business:  There was no new business. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:00 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary 


