
 
P. O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
Minutes 

 
Executive Board Meeting with Town Manager and others, Friday, May 5, 

2017, 
Freedom Hall, 8:00 a.m. 
 
 

Present: 
Executive Board:  Jim Dannhauser, Phyllis Miller, Natalie Spence, Tom 
Burgess, Bill Babcock, Chris Gargiulo, Mike Scanlon, Carol Zais 
Town Councilor: Jessica Rapp Grassetti 
Town Officers:  Mark Ells, Town Manager; Dan Santos, DPW; Paul Roma, 
Buildings and Grounds; Ellen Jenkins, Growth Management; Derek Lawson, 
Natural Resources; Richard Scali, Regulatory Services 
 
 
Jim Dannhauser welcomed attendees and reviewed a short list of village concerns 
before the scheduled site visits to various areas in the village. Jim noted that the 
Town authorities had been very responsive to concerns raised in prior year 
meetings, and thanked the attending officers for that effort. The.  The group then 
toured Riley’s Beach, Loop Beach, Memorial Park, the Town Dock, the Waldorf 
School fields, Ropes Beach and Cordwood Landing. 
 
 

1. Water quality issues in Cotuit Bay.  Mark Ells and Dan Santos both spoke 
to this concern, announcing the formation of a Nitrogen Mitigation group 
whose members will include a Representative from U. Mass. Dartmouth, a 
coastal modeler, the Town councilors from the Three Bays area, Scott 
Horsely of Horsely and Witten, and representatives from Three Bays, Inc.  
Interested citizens are welcome to apply to join the committee by contacting 
Mark Ells or Dan Santos.  The study by the Town, APCC, and Three Bays, 
to identify major storm run-off sites of concern is ongoing.   The Town is 



preparing to work hard on this topic as it identifies the ways in which the 
problem can be alleviated.  Storm water is the first concern.  Mark Ells will 
speak to this subject at the Monthly Association meeting in June. 

2. Dredging of channel between Sampson’s Island and Riley’s.  Need Town 
support.  Channel from Cotuit Bay to last red channel and beyond require 
dredging as well.  Mark Ells and Dan Santos said that it was their belief that 
Three Bays was continuing to move on the Island project and were in need 
of one remaining permit.  Availability of a dredge should not be a problem. 
However, the Town and County are researching the need for a second 
dredge.   

3. Remove phragmites at Ropes and elsewhere, especially on southern portion 
of Main Street. Cut vegetation at intersections with Main Street.  Prune trees 
as needed.  Phragmites control is scheduled for late Spring at Ropes. At the 
on-site visit, consideration was given to a third low fence in the area to the 
south of the current boundary of the beach to provide for additional dinghy 
placement.  The Town is planning to remove the cement bollards along the 
foot of Old Shore Road.  

4. Memorial Park – flag lighting protocol.  Spring and fall plantings. Tree 
removal and walkway repair/move and other overall improvements.  On-site, 
Natalie Spence explained the work that she, Leslie Leveille, and Chris 
Gonnella had done so far in developing a plan for Memorial Park.  There 
was general agreement that the Park needs attention, including tree removal 
and pruning, repositioning the flag pole, walks and monuments.  The Town 
will provide resources to help formulate a new plan for the park which could 
be circulated for comment among the various users of the Park. 

5. Road paving needs. 
6. 671 Main Street status. 
7. Continue with “Beach Guard” at Loop Beach 7 days a week and keep beach 

clean with weekly raking, seaweed removal, etc.  On-site, there was 
approval of the state of Loop Beach and the new wooden guard rails along 
Ocean View Ave.  The new parking spots on the rise toward Main Street 
need surfacing along the shoulder.   

8. Continue to enforce parking rules (No Parking, Beach Sticker only, etc.) 
throughout Village.  Enforce no idling rules at beaches and other spots 
throughout Village. 

9. Enforce time limit on tie-up at Town Dock and vessel size and storage rules 
at all locations. There is signage at the dock which instructs owners to stay 
with their vessels.  Derek Lawson stated that problems that occur in the 
summer are handled relatively quickly as Natural Resources staff can have 
conversations with offenders.  On-site Jessica Grassetti asked that the ‘porta-



potty be placed at the very edge of the parking lot bay the fence at the beach 
to avoid obstruction of the camera overlooking the big-belly trash bins.  The 
fence that was removed to the north of the rain garden will not be replaced.  
The beach roses there provide an adequate barrier. 

10. Improve Cordwood Landing, which is a Town way to water, and consider 
Big Belly receptacle for that area as well as end of Little River Road at 
water.  This area was visited.  Old cement bollards will be removed.   

11. Santuit River crossing on Old Kings Road. 
12. Address Riley’s Beach erosion.  This area was visited.  The town will 

arrange for a clean-up of the wrack and consider moving rocks back onto the 
southern jetty. 

13.  Traffic flow on Putnam just below 28 (CVS/Dunkin Donuts) 
14.  Resurface fields behind the Waldorf School.  This site was visited. Town 

officials noted that a general review of Town fields is underway.  The field 
is Town property and needs to be filled and graded so that the public can use 
it safely.  The resurfaced tennis courts are a success.   

15. Repair water diverters on Old Shore Road.  This is ongoing as part of the 
APCC study. 

16. Jim Dannhauser noted that some trees along the streets of the village need 
pruning before they shed limbs.  The Town arborist, Jeremiah Pearson, will 
service trees that are suggested via “see, click and fix” or contact with Dan 
Santos. 

17. Lowell Ave. This area was viewed in passing. The Town will look at 
improving the state of the corner at Lowell and Main.  No Parking signs on 
the south side of Lowell may be adjusted to allow parking where it can be 
done safely off the roadway. 

 
 
 


