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P. O. Box 121 

Cotuit, MA 02635 
Minutes 

Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, September 5, 2017, Cotuit Library, 7:00pm 
 
In attendance: James Dannhauser, Phyllis Miller, Natalie Spence, Tom Burgess, Bill Babcock, Dick Hamilton, Fred 

Johanson 
Guest: Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Town Councilor 
Absent: Dave Doyle, Chris Gargiulo, Leslie Leveille, Mike Scanlon, Carol Zais,  
 

I. Secretary’s Report: The minutes for August 1, 2017 were approved. 
II. Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s report to August 31, 2017 was approved. It was noted that dues 

and donations had come up and exceeded the total of 8/31 last year.  Donations included $750.00 from 
the 5k race. 

III. Election of Officers: A motion made by the Nominating Committee to re-elect the incumbent officers 
for the new year was seconded and approved.  Officers: Jim Dannhauser, President; Phyllis Miller, Vice 
President; Natalie Spence, Treasurer; Tom Burgess, Secretary; Bill Babcock, Assistant Secretary. 

IV. Precinct 7 Report: Jessica Rapp Grassetti  
• The demolition of the structure at 56 High Street next to the Fire Station has been stayed for 18 

months by the Town Historical Commission. The abutters have expressed interest in saving the 
structure by moving it onto their own property.  If that occurs, the stay will be vacated. 

• Sampson’s Island: Zee Crocker reports that the permit from the Army Corps of Engineers has 
been issued and the appeal to the State against the project has been denied. It remains to be seen if 
the county dredge is available for the work this Autumn. 

• The zoning amendment limiting clear cutting for solar arrays which Jessica Rapp Grassetti 
sponsored passed unanimously at the Town Council 

• Replanting of the area cut for the solar array proposed by the Cotuit Water Company should start 
in September.   

• There is a set of photos on the Water Company website which show the height of the balloon 
which was sent aloft to show the height of the proposed cell tower at the old water tank site on 
Main St.  Applications have been sent to the Town for permits and will go next week to the Cape 
Cod Commission. 

• Elections: On September 19 citizens will be asked to approve a proposition 2 ½ override to allow 
funding of the Cape Cod Tech Project outside the Town’s operating budget.  On Oct 24, 12 
communities will vote up or down to allow the Cape Tech project to go forward.  Tuesday, 
November 7 is regular election day. 

• On September 6 registration opens for Autumn recreation programs run by the Town.  
• The requests made by Stuart Bornstein’s Dockside project in Hyannis to the Town Council have 

been tabled and a committee has been formed to review the entire project. 
• 671 Main St: Cotuit Residences condominium. Jessica has learned from an outside source that the 

current developer has requested that the units other than affordable be made available for rent by 
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the developer as no buyers for the units have been found at the asking price.  This is apparently 
under review by the Town attorneys.  If the attorneys agree that this is a substantive change in the 
original comprehensive permit, it will have to be brought to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  No 
notice will be given to abutters et al., but public comment will be allowed.  A discussion followed 
on how best to communicate this information to the village. 

• Jessica has received customary complaints about speeding and lack of enforcement.  In fact, the 
police have been very much in evidence in Cotuit over the summer.  The Fire District’s by-laws 
empower them to hire a law enforcement officer.  That might be an avenue to get a summer patrol 
for the village. 

• A move is being made to question the length of Town parking stickers’ validity – currently from 
January to December.  The idea would be to limit stickers to the period from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day. 

• In response to a question, Jessica noted that the recent dissolution of the Water Resources 
Advisory Committee occurred because that committee had fulfilled the task set before it.  A new 
committee will be formed to address the task of funding whatever plans the Town chooses to 
adopt to address water quality. 

Old Business 
 

I. Memorial Park: Natalie met with Chris Gonnella today as did Tom Burgess later.  Everyone is 
agreed on the need for a plan to be presented.  After discussion, it was agreed that Natalie will write up 
a conceptual plan for the park which can be presented first to the major players and users of the park 
other than the Civic Association: The Church/Craft Fair, the Library, and the Cahoon Museum/Brush 
Off.  Natalie will also research getting a formal landscaping plan for the model which she, Leslie and 
Chris have agreed upon.  Tom Burgess offered to donate to that effort. 

II. Fourth of July Parade: In the absence of Dave Doyle, Jim Dannhauser spoke to some of the concerns 
raised by Dave in the last meeting.  There was general agreement that the Board did not wish to 
interfere in Dave’s command of the parade.  There will be an effort to make participants adhere to the 
following: only candy and beads may be handed/thrown out by parade participants; no vehicles 
should have demarcation of business use.  Banners [Cotuit Library, Historical Society etc.] may 
be carried by walkers only. 

III. September Public Meeting: The September meeting will be held at The Cotuit Library to avoid a 
conflict with the proposition 2 ½ override election which will be running at Freedom Hall.  Amy 
Crouteau from the Town’s Department of Natural Resources will speak on Cape Cod Wildlife. 

New Business:  There was no new business.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary 


