C ot u it C u r re nts N e w s l ette r
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May 17, 2020 - June 12, 2020

Editor: Theresa Egan

This is a special issue of the Cotuit Currents. Ordinarily, we fill this newsletter with a short note, followed by a description of
coming events of interest sponsored by area non-profit entities. Given the prevailing limits on physical gatherings and nonessential activities, the calendar of events is fairly limited and follows this note.
Our primary purpose in this issue is to provide you with what we hope will be useful information about goings on in the
Village as well as sources that you can look to in order to get information about the state of things in the Village, the Town of
Barnstable, and Cape Cod in general. We try to pass along important announcements that we receive from the Town to our
Constant Contact mailing list. If you are not currently receiving those notices, and would like to be added to our list, please
send us your e-mail address. You can reach us at cotuitcivicassociation@gmail.com.
A group of representatives from various Village organizations has initiated a weekly conference call to discuss things
affecting Cotuit. They take place each Monday at 5:00 p.m. These calls include representatives from the Fire and Water
Department, the Prudential Committee, Jessica Rapp Grassetti (our Town Councilor), the Library, the Federated Church
and the Civic Association. You can listen to these calls, and ask questions of the panel, on Facebook Live, at the District’s
site (https://www.facebook.com/Cotuit-Fire-Department-102968844665075/?modal=admin_todo_tour)
The Association sends out reminders of these calls, as well as the access link for replays of the calls through our Constant
Contact e-mail list.
Jessica Rapp Grassetti maintains a blog that is an excellent source of news on local developments. That blog can be found at
www.barnstableprecinct7.com This includes a listing of the meetings of the Fire and Water Commissioners and the
Prudential Committee, which are all now being held by Zoom. Those meetings are also listed on the Fire District’s web site www.cotuitfiredistrict.org You should consider attending these meetings to gain first-hand information about District
developments.
If you have not already done so, you should consider signing up for the Town’s Emergency Notification System (reverse 911
calls). You can sign up at http://www.barnstablepolice.com/emergency-notification-system/ Town Manager
weekly updates online at http://streaming85.townofbarnstable.us/CablecastPublicSite/?channel=1
The Cotuit Water Department remains open and able to provide most services during the COVID-19 situation. Their office
is open regular hours, Monday-Friday from 8am to 4:30pm. You can reach the office at 508-428-2687 or by email at
jen@cotuitwater.org
The Annual High-Flow Maintenance Flushing Program has been suspended during Governor Baker’s extended stay at home
order. Updates can be found on the district website: https://www.cotuitfiredistrict.org/waterdepartment/newsannouncements/ or the Water Department Facebook page: https://www.Facebook.com/Cotuit-WaterDepartment The flushing program is conducted each spring in order to remove sediment from the water lines and
improve water quality through the year.
We have also gathered a list of the places for additional information on the COVID-19 situation to include the following:
Barnstable COVID-19 Information https://barnstablehealth.com/
Town of Barnstable Board of Health https://town.barnstable.ma.us/boardscommittees/BoardofHealth/
default.asp?brd=Board+of+Health&brdid=4&year=2020
Cape Cod Hospital https://www.capecodhealth.org/locations/profile/cape-cod-hospital/
CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/

COVID-19 on Cape Cod https://www.capecodhealth.org/medical-services/infectious-disease/coronavirus/
John Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
Mass Health: COVID-19 Cases in MA Google “COVID-19 Cape Cod MAP”
We will post these sources to our web site. We have also created a listing of other organizations – cultural, conservation,
Cotuit resources, Town resources and others. We will be posting this entire list, which includes web addresses for these
entities, to our web site and will also distribute the schedule through our Constant Contact e-mail list.
Lastly, for families in need or those who might like to make donations, information on a good support network on Cape Cod
can be found at https://www.capecodhungernetwork.org
Finally, remember that beach stickers are required for all town beach parking areas, and there is limited street parking
available. Please do not park on private property. And be careful when driving – there are many people out walking and
bicycling in the Village.
Jim Dannhauser, Civic Association President

While the Cotuit Library remains closed
to the public until further notice, we are able
to answer your questions and provide tech
help by phone (508-428-8141) or email
(mcavill@clamsnet.org). You can also visit
our website, cotuitlibrary.org, to find eBooks,
databases and our Remote Notes blog full of virtual
resources. We miss you!
The Historical Society of Santuit & Cotuit’s
annual Strawberry Festival is getting a new twist
this year! Drive-By Strawberry
Shortcake will be served from noon
to 2 pm Saturday, June 13, at the
historical society. Made with fresh
strawberries and homemade whipped
cream, each generous take-away serving is $6 for HSSC
members, $8 for nonmembers!
Orders MUST be placed online in advance. Visit
www.cotuithistoricalsociety.org/strawberry-festival
Friends of the Cotuit Library have had to cancel
all events to date due to the pandemic.
Friends of the
We are hoping to reschedule the annual
Cotuit Library
Plant, Bake and Treasure
Sale, the annual Book Sale, this year’s
jewelry sale and the Membership Campaign
to our next fiscal year. We thank everyone
for continued support. We are seeking
volunteers to join our board with a term
beginning July 1st.
All activities of Cape Cod Tango are suspended
indefinitely.
Cotuit Federated Church is worshiping via
streaming on Facebook Live at 10am. It can be found
at the following link: https://www.facebook.com/
cotuitfederatedchurch/

The Cotuit Kettleers organization is sad to report
that the 2020 Cape Cod Baseball League season has
been cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
There are now two ways to purchase
Kettleers merchandise;
1) In person at the Cotuit Fresh Market (aka
"The Coop") located at 737 Main Street in
Cotuit
2) Online at: www.kettleers.org. Stay safe and healthy
and we look forward to the 2021 season!
Barnstable Land Trust recommends that we
Get outside and into nature.
Due to the COVID-19 we will resume offering
complimentary community programs as soon as we
can. For now, visit one of the beautiful trails
in Barnstable. Thank you for your continued
support and understanding.
Please follow us on Facebook and sign up for
our eNews for regular updates.
For other events and activities.to enter: BLT.org
The Cahoon Museum of American Art is pleased
to present a new drive-by exhibition,
Garden Grove, featuring colorful
sculpture by Cape artist Alfred Glover.
The exhibition is part of the Museum’s ongoing
Streetside series and will remain on view throughout
the year. Garden Grove consists of a series of whimsical
“trees” with giant ginkgo and philodendron leaves that
are inhabited by baby birds in blue nests, spotted dogs,
exotic flowers, and other creative creatures. The
artworks are clearly visible to all passers-by from the
street along Route 28 in Cotuit.

Vacation Bible School will be offered July 6-10. An
announcement in late June will share if it will be in
person or over Zoom. It will be 9:00 - noon, if in
person, and 9-10am if over Zoom. Children can be
registered at the following link:
https://
2020.cokesburyvbs.com/cotuitfederatedchurch
St Michael Orthodox Christian Church
62 Main St, Cotuit 508-420-1113
We are streaming our weekly services online with
schedule as follows: Saturday Vespers 5:00 pm;
Sunday Orthros, also known as "Matins" one of the
services of the church, will be held at 9:00 am; Sunday
Liturgy 10:00 am
Please check our website for updates to our summer
schedule as of Memorial Day Weekend
Website: www.stmichaelcapecod.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
saintmichaelcotuit
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/
StMichaelCotuit

The Museum has also made images and information
about its spring exhibitions - Modern Mix, Adria Arch:
Interference, and Edward Curtis: Shadow Catcher available online. Community members are encouraged
to visit the Museum website at cahoonmuseum.org to
enjoy these exhibitions.
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June 13 to July 10, 2020

Editor: Theresa Egan

As the calendar turns at last to June, we look forward to a summer quite different from any we have experienced
in recent times in our Village. We hope everyone stays safe and enjoys their circle of family and close friends.
We will be hosting our usual Candidates and Budget night on June 16, starting at 7:30 p.m. This year,
unfortunately, we cannot do this in person at Freedom Hall, due to various extant restrictions. As a result, we
have decided to hold the meeting remotely, using Zoom. You can join this meeting via the following link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81560979005, or sign onto Zoom using the meeting id number: 815 6097 9005
At this virtual meeting, the Fire and Water Departments and Prudential Committee will present budgets for the
coming fiscal year. You will have the opportunity to ask questions of the District representatives by entering your
questions in the Q&A box or the Chat function that you will see on your computer screen. In asking a question,
please be sure to identify yourself and provide your address. After the budget presentation, you will have the
opportunity to hear from the candidates for Fire District offices. As always, there is one seat opening up on each
of the Board of Commissioners for the Fire and Water Departments and the Prudential Committee, with each
elected person to serve for a three-year term. This year, there are two candidates standing for the one open seat
on the Board of Fire Commissioners – Adam Zais (running for re-election) and Peter Vollmer; and two
candidates running for the one open seat on the Prudential Committee – Seth Burdick and Cynthia Garner. Tom
Hoppensteadt is running unopposed for the open seat on the Board of Water Commissioners.
Election day for the Cotuit Fire District will be June 23. Voting hours are from 4:00 – 8:00. Unlike
prior years, voting will take place at the Fire Station, NOT Freedom Hall. There will be a
number of procedures in place in an effort to minimize risk of infection, including a requirement that
everyone wear a mask and respect social distancing needs. The Fire Station will undergo a significant
cleaning before voting opens. While there will be pens available that will be disinfected after each
use, people may bring their own pens to use should they so wish.
Anyone who wishes may also vote by absentee ballot. Absentee ballots can be picked up at the Cotuit Fire Station,
Monday thru Friday 9:00-3:00. For more information please visit the website of the Fire District
(www.cotuitfiredistrict.org), or refer to the communication we sent out via Constant Contact on June 4.
The Annual Meeting of the District will take place on June 24, beginning at 6:00. In order to comply with
current requirements, it has been decided to hold the Meeting at Lowell Park. Tables and chairs will be set up at
the Park, which will be sanitized before and after use. Masks will be required and social distancing will be
applicable. In the event of inclement weather, the Meeting will be adjourned to an alternate date and time, at the
discretion of the Moderator. At the conclusion of the Meeting, there may be a Special Meeting of the District to
consider one item that was not included in the original warrant for the Annual Meeting.
The Executive Board of the Association is working to develop a family picture event for the Fourth of July
weekend. Even without a Parade, we can bring some holiday celebration to the Village. We will send a note out
to our Constant Contact mailing list once the details have been finalized.
We have been informed by the organizers of the Cotuit Bass and Blue Fishing Tournament that, in light of the
continued uncertainty regarding the coronavirus pandemic, there will be no tournament held in 2020.
Lastly, please make sure that your landscapers pull their equipment into your driveway if at all possible this year.
There will be lots more people about on foot and on bicycle, and it can be dangerous if vehicles are blocking
sidewalks or extending out into the road. Jim Dannhauser, Civic Association President
The Cotuit Water Commission: AUTOMATIC IN-GROUND IRRIGATION CONNECTION MORATORIUM
"On May 20th, the Cotuit Water Commission voted to impose a 90-day moratorium on new connections to the Cotuit
drinking water supply for automatic, in-ground irrigation systems. The purpose of the temporary halt
is to enable the Commission to review a series of proposals and seek public input on suggestions to
discourage the use of the water system for lawn irrigation. This moratorium does not affect new hookups for in-home water distribution. It also does not affect existing in-ground irrigation. The
Commission is concerned that natural water bodies, especially streams and freshwater wetlands in Cotuit, are
being impacted by excessive well drawdown during the peak demand months in the summer. Water quality in the
distribution system can also be impaired by excessive drawdown near wetlands, such as by manganese and iron infiltration.
Among the items which the Commission is exploring are a permanent ban on new irrigation connections, water-saving
devices and methods for irrigation, separate metering, premium pricing, eventual disconnections, and fertigation wells.
We hope that Cotuit ratepayers will learn more about these ideas with the Commission during the three-month study
period. Please see our website and Facebook page for more information." Mark Robinson, Chairman, BoWC

Barnstable Clean Water Coalition (BCWC) will be
holding their Annual Open House virtually this
year on Thursday, June 25th beginning at 5:00.
They are still working on the details, but
information will be available soon on their
website – BCleanWater.org
The Cotuit Rowing Club has received donations of a few
single shells which has allowed them to row with “social
distancing” not possible in their doubles. If interested in
membership contact Lawrie Devlin at their
cotuitrowing@gmail.com address.
Conversations for Long Term Care Workers: The
COVID-19 pandemic has magnified the challenges of working
in long term care, and has added new ones. “COVID
Conversations” are designed specifically for those working in
skilled nursing facilities, assisted living and memory care.
Each session, delivered via Zoom conferencing, will be
interactive and focus on supporting those who work in this
field. There is no charge to attend. Participants must have
valid email address and computer or tablet with a camera. If
you do not, please let us know and we will try and help find
one for you.
COVID-19: What Comes Next? Thursday June 18, 2020,
4:30 pm to 5:30 pm
The COVID-19 pandemic is the largest national public health
crisis in over a century. The amount of new information
being disseminated each day can be overwhelming. This
session will answer general questions about what may be
coming next for individuals working in long term
care. Facilitated by Elaine Abrams, MPH, RN, Public Health
Professional.
Let’s Talk About YOU: Making a Self-Care Plan Thursday
June 24, 2020, 4:30 to 5:30. Self-care is crucial to resiliency
and avoiding burnout in the workplace. This session will
encourage the sharing of what does and does not work, as
well as focus on developing a self-care plan for yourself.
Facilitated by Molly Perdue, PhD, Executive Director
Alzheimer’s Family Support Center of Cape Cod.
Cotuit Library Curbside Pickup is available at the Cotuit
Library every weekday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.!
Call the Library at 508-428-8141 or use the CLAMS
catalog to make your Library material requests, and
we will call you to arrange a pick up time (or
delivery, if you're homebound!). For other virtual
services we're offering, check out our website at
cotuitlibrary.org
The Historical Society of Santuit & Cotuit’s In
lieu of its annual Strawberry Festival, HSSC
will hold a “drive-through” event featuring
Strawberry Shortcake To-Go on Saturday,
June 13. The cost is $6 for members, $8 for
non-members. Orders MUST be placed online in ADVANCE
at www.cotuithistoricalsociety.org/strawberryfestival-2020. Please bring your receipt with you. The
strawberry shortcake will be served from 12:00 noon to 2:00
at the HSSC campus. Vehicles: enter Shell Lane from Ocean
View and exit onto Main St. Rain or shine. No walk-up
customers.
The Historical Book Club will meet at 7 p.m. Thursday, July
9, on the patio at Cotuit Library. The group will discuss
Andrew Morton’s “17 Carnations: The Royals, the Nazis and
the Biggest Cover-Up in History” and “Thomas Jefferson
and the Tripoli Pirates” by Brian Kilmeade and Don Yaeger.
Participants should bring a chair and wear a face mask. The
group will observe social distancing. The meeting is also live
on Facetime.

The HSSC Museum Store will likely reopen with
safety restrictions on June 12. The Dottridge Homestead and
Cotuit Museum will reopen June 29 if Phase 3 of the state's
reopening process goes forward on schedule.
Barnstable Land Trust are excited to invite all BLT
members to the 2020 Annual Meeting via Zoom
Thursday, July 16, 5:00-7:00 RSVP by email to
info@blt.org for the Zoom Invitation
Cotuit Federated Church is worshiping via
streaming on Facebook Live every Sunday at 10:00 am. It can
be found at the following link: https://www.facebook.com/
cotuitfederatedchurch.
Vacation Bible School will be offered July 6-10 from
9am-10am via Zoom. Register at the following link: https://
2020.cokesburyvbs.com/cotuitfederatedchurch
The church regrets to announce that the 50th Annual
CraftFest will be postponed until next summer for the
health and safety of our community.
St Michael Orthodox Christian Church
We are streaming our weekly services online with
schedule as follows: Saturday Vespers 5:00 pm; Sunday
Orthros, also known as "Matins" one of the services of the
church, will be held at 9:00 am; Sunday Liturgy 10:00 am
Please check our website for updates to our summer schedule
as of Memorial Day Weekend
Website: www.stmichaelcapecod.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/saintmichaelcotuit
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/StMichaelCotuit
The Cotuit Kettleers are sad to report that the 2020 Cape
Cod Baseball League season has been cancelled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. There are now two ways to purchase
Kettleers merchandise;
1) In person at the Cotuit Fresh Market (aka "The
Coop") located at 737 Main Street in Cotuit
2) Online at: www.kettleers.org. Stay safe and healthy
and we look forward to the 2021 season!
The Cahoon Museum 30th Annual Brush Off Art
Auction Fundraiser is on – online that is! Join us as we
continue our tradition of celebrating Cape Cod’s art and
artists. This year, nearly 75
local and regional artists,
offering over 100 artworks, will participate in the Museum’s
most important fundraiser. Rain or shine, this new online
opportunity allows anyone (anywhere!) to participate and
support the Museum and its excellence in exhibitions and
programs.
A preview of the artworks can be seen now
on our website at cahoonmuseum.org. The
auction bidding begins on July 1 and
continues through July 24. Get your online paddles ready
and plan to bid high and often to support the Museum!
The Museum has also made images and information about its
spring exhibitions - Modern Mix, Adria Arch: Interference,
and Edward Curtis: Shadow Catcher - available online.
Community members are encouraged to visit the Museum
website at cahoonmuseum.org to enjoy these exhibitions.
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July 18 to August 14, 2020

Editor: Theresa Egan

Summer is now here in full bore. An unusual summer, to be sure, as many of our most loved activities just don’t
take place. But at least we can all enjoy the warm weather.
Our thanks to the hard-working group that made the 4th of July Porch-traits such a fun event. The pictures were
all a treat. If you haven’t yet seen them at the Coop or on social media, do try to have a look at them when you
can.
At the District elections, the following people were elected to three-year terms: Tom Hoppensteadt as a Water
Commissioner, Adam Zais as a Fire Commissioner and Seth Burdick to the Prudential Committee. Thanks to
each of them for agreeing to serve and to the Fire Department and the Prudential Committee for organizing the
election and the annual meeting in such unusual circumstances.
Please join us for a virtual meeting via Zoom on July 21 at 7:30. Our Town Councilor, Jessica Rapp
Grassetti, will provide an update on developments of note in the Town and the Village. The Zoom Meeting ID
is: 826 2712 5686, and the password is: 814693.
We have heard a number of concerns expressed about the number of cars on Village roads and the speeds at
which they travel. There are more people out and about on foot and on bicycles than ever this year, so please
drive carefully and at an appropriate speed. And remember that bicycles are entitled to the use of the roads too!
Those who walk should do so facing oncoming traffic. We can all do our part to ensure safety for everyone.
Thanks to all who have sent in their membership forms and dues already. If you have not yet done so, you can
use the coupon at the end of this newsletter. We appreciate your support. Jim Dannhauser, President
Cotuit Center for the Arts is pleased to announce the opening of their galleries while adhering to
regulations surrounding the Coronavirus. Visitors will be required to register in advance via our website
(ArtsOnTheCape.org) for a specific time slot to ensure proper social distancing.
An Open Juried Exhibit, Currently on Display through July 31: The Gallery is awash with BLUES,
artworks inspired by blues music, blue color or blue mood…the spectrum is as wide as the creativity of the
submitters. Currently on Display through July 31, 2020 More than Enough: Jane Lincoln, August 8 –
September 19.
Artist Jane Lincoln’s lifelong exploration of color converges with her outrage over the epidemic of gun violence in
“More than Enough.” The exhibition features paintings and prints based on color interaction and the forty-one
works in her series “Enough” depicting mass shootings in the US, a series of work where holes are hammered
through paper. One ragged hole for each gunshot death as if shot by a bullet. Together they reveal Jane’s special
sensibility for color even when she substitutes a hammer and spike for her paintbrush.
The Historical Society of Santuit & Cotuit’s special exhibition “Little Harvard” opened to the public
on Friday, July 17th. Discover how Cotuit became the first summer resort enclave on the Cape – largely
due to its popularity with academics and talents associated with the Cambridge university.
In conjunction with Cotuit Library, the historical society will present a talk by bestselling Cotuit author
Larry Tye from 4 to 6:00. Wednesday, August 5, at Elizabeth Lowell Field. He will discuss his new book,
Demagogue: The Life and Long Shadow of Senator Joe McCarthy. Attendees must pre-register by calling HSSC
at (508) 428-0461. Admission is free but donations are encouraged.
The Historical Book Club will meet to discuss Martin Sandler’s Resolute: The Epic Search for the Northwest
Passage and John Franklin and the Discovery of the Queen’s Ghost Ship at 7:00 Thursday, August 6, on the patio
at Cotuit Library. The meeting may also be accessed through FaceTime.
Cape Cod Academy is pleased to offer summer tutoring for Cotuit students with learning differences or simply
for children who need extra academic assistance. Tutoring is available in many different subjects, including
reading, writing, math, science, and SAT/ACT prep.
Taught by highly qualified, trained CCA teachers, these programs are tailored for students entering kindergarten
through grade 12. Tutoring will take place in large, open classrooms. Remote tutoring is also an option. Get more
information at: https://www.capecodacademy.org/summer/tutoring
Cotuit Federated Church is worshiping via streaming on Facebook Live every Sunday at 9am
(from the 4th of July - Labor Day). Services can be found at the link www.facebook.com/
cotuitfederatedchurch The church regrets to announce that the 50th Annual CraftFest will be
postponed until next summer for the health and safety of our community.

Cotuit Library Sign up for the Cotuit Summer
Reading Program: cotuitlibrary.beanstack.org/
reader365
July 31 @11:30: Bright Star Touring Theatre
live Zoom performance of "Happily Ever
After."
August 5 @4:00: Author Larry Tye at Lowell Park
We're kicking off our Annual Appeal--please
consider giving your support!
The Friends of the Cotuit Library are “kicking
off” their membership campaign for
Friends of the
the new fiscal year July 2021-June
Cotuit Library
2021. Membership fees remain at
$20 for an individual and $30 for a family.
Jars of dry ingredients to make Friendship Soup are
newly available as their current fundraiser.
Call
volunteer Lori at 860-841-3096 to arrange for pickup or delivery. Charge is $15 per jar, delivered in a
gift bag with instructions. Great as a gift for family,
friends, or hostess and wonderful to have in your
cupboard for a family dinner. Cash or check made out
to FOCL accepted as payment. Cotuit Cooks and
Artists of Cotuit books are also available at the library
for $15 each.
The Cahoon Museum is pleased to announce that
it will officially reopen to the public
with limited capacity beginning on
August 1st. The Museum will be open
on Fridays and Saturdays from
10:00am to 4:00pm. We will have timed entry and we
will be following all the protocols and state mandated
guidelines as described on our website. Admission
will be free for the month of August, with grant funds
provided by the Highland Street Foundation’s Free
Fun Friday program. We look forward to seeing
everyone soon.

The Cahoon Museum 30th Annual Brush Off
Art Auction is happening right now – online
through July 24! Please v i s i t the Museum webs i t e
cahoonmuseum.org to see everything in the auction
and to bid on over 125 artworks. Join us
as we continue our tradition of
celebrating Cape Cod’s art and artists in
the Museum’s most important fundraiser.
Everyone, everywhere can participate.
Tell your friends, visit the website, pick
up your online paddles, and bid high and often to
support the Museum!
Cotuit Kettleers The 2021 Cape Cod Baseball
League season schedule has been
released … check it out:
capecodbaseball.org.ismmedia.com/ISM3/
std-content/repos/Top/2012website/archives/
Current%20Year/schedule2021.pdf
There are now two ways to purchase Kettleers
merchandise;
1)

In person at the Cotuit Fresh Market (aka "The
Coop") located at 737 Main Street in Cotuit and
Online at: www.kettleers.org.

2) 2) Online at: www.kettleers.org. Stay safe and
healthy and we look forward to the 2021 season!
St Michael Orthodox Christian Church,
62 Main Street, Cotuit 508-420-1113
Website: www.stmichaelcapecod.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/saintmichaelcotuit
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/StMichaelCotuit
To attend In person: To request a spot at
live services on Saturday evenings / Sunday
mornings, Please email
secretary@stmichaelcapecod.org

The Cotuit Civic Association Welcomes Your Support
MISSION STATEMENT The Cotuit-Santuit Civic Association is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to
furnish Cotuit residents with a forum for the discussion of matters of civic concern and to provide a means to
address those concerns in ways that will serve the best interests of the Village. The Association seeks to identify
the needs and concerns of the Village, to inform residents about matters that affect them, to present the needs
and concerns to the Town government, and to attempt to spur action to resolve those matters. The Association
also sponsors activities and programs of general interest, in an effort to promote a vital sense of community in
the Village of Cotuit.
ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS The Association conducts meetings open to the public periodically throughout
the year at which matters of general interest are discussed, often with participation of Town representatives.
The Association also organizes and presents the annual Fourth of July Parade and the Christmas in Cotuit
events. The Association also prepares and distributes a newsletter, Cotuit Currents, which includes information
concerning events of other non-profit organizations in the Village.
MEMBERSHIP Membership in the Association is open to all interested parties. Dues and contributions
received help to defray the expenses of the Association, including the costs of the Fourth of July Parade, the
Christmas in Cotuit events and various public improvement initiatives. You can become a member by clipping
the membership form from the Cotuit Currents newsletter together with the $25 annual dues, to P.O. Box 121,
Cotuit, MA 02635.
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August 15 - September 11, 2020

Editor: Theresa Egan

This most unusual summer is somehow sliding by just as quickly as more normal summers do.
Please join us for our Annual Meeting on August 18, 2020, beginning at 7:30 p.m. Given continued restrictions
in place on inside gatherings as of the time I am writing this, our Annual Meeting will be held by Zoom. The
meeting number is 830 1284 3232. Complete instructions will also be sent to our Constant Contact mailing list.
At this meeting, four seats on the Executive Board of the Association will be filled for three-year terms. Standing
for re-election, based on nominations proposed by the Executive Board, will be myself, Tom Burgess and Lallie
Lloyd. Phil Odence, whose family has long been a presence in the Village, will also stand for election. Our thanks
go to Chris Gargiulo for his long service on the Executive Board and for always being willing to pitch in to help
when any was needed.
After the Annual Meeting election, we will have a presentation by Zee Crocker, Executive Director of the
Barnstable Clean Water Coalition, regarding the alternative septic system installation program that the Coalition
is pursuing as part of the effort to reduce nutrient flow into Cape Cod estuaries and waterways.
As many of you are aware, the Barnstable Town Council has been considering the adoption of rules to permit and
regulate short-term rentals in the Town. There will be a Town Council meeting on these rules on August 20. The
meeting will be televised via Channel 18. Real-time access to the Town Council meeting will be available on
Zoom (meeting ID is 931 9294 6119). You can also call-in to the Zoom meeting (Phone # is 888 475 4499).
Public comment on the proposed rules can also be submitted by e-mail to cindy.lovell@town.barnstable.ma.us.
Jim Dannhauser, President
YOU ARE INVITED TO A PUBLIC WORKSHOP (ZOOM ON-LINE)
AUTOMATIC IN-GROUND IRRIGATION CONNECTION MORATORIUM
AUGUST 26, 2020 6:30 PM
ZOOM MEETING ID: 825 7827 7242
ZOOM MEETING URL: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82578277242
On July 15th, the Cotuit Water Commission voted to extend the moratorium on new connections
to the Cotuit drinking water supply for automatic, in-ground irrigation systems until October 20, 2020. The
purpose of the temporary halt is to enable the Commission to review a series of proposals and seek public input
on suggestions to discourage the use of the public drinking water system for lawn irrigation.
This moratorium does not affect new hook-ups for in-home water distribution. It also does not affect existing inground irrigation. The Commission is concerned that natural water bodies, especially streams and freshwater
wetlands in Cotuit, are being impacted by excessive well drawdown during the peak demand months in the
summer. Water quality in the distribution system can also be impaired by excessive drawdown near wetlands,
such as by manganese and iron infiltration.
Among the items which the Commission is exploring are a permanent ban on new irrigation connections, watersaving devices and methods for irrigation, required inspections on irrigation systems, separate metering,
premium pricing, eventual disconnections, and fertigation wells.
We hope that Cotuit ratepayers will participate in our workshop and learn more about these ideas with the
Commission. We are interested in your thoughts and ideas. Please see our website and Facebook page for more
information.”
Cape Cod Academy After a spring of non-stop, successful distance learning, Cape Cod Academy is pleased to
open its doors in September for in-person education for all grades, five days a week. The school’s
expansive campus, outdoor learning spaces, and multiple large classrooms provide the perfect
learning environment for students in grades k-12. Applications are being accepted. Don’t let your
child’s learning be disrupted. Visit Cape Cod Academy where learning never ends. Learn more at
capecodacademy.org.
Cotuit Federated Church is worshiping via streaming on Facebook Live every Sunday at 9:00
am (from the 4th of July - Labor Day). Services can be found at the link www.facebook.com/
cotuitfederatedchurch The church regrets to announce that the 50th Annual CraftFest will be
postponed until next summer for the health and safety of our community.

Cotuit Kettleers
Hello Kettleers fans, hope you
are doing well and staying healthy this
summer.
There are two ways to purchase Kettleers
merchandise;
1) In person at the Cotuit Fresh Market (aka "The
Coop") located at 737 Main Street in Cotuit
2) Online at: kettleers.org.
Cotuit Center for the Arts will present the
“Tommy Bee Maiden” Cabaret via live
stream Saturday, August 15. This event,
recorded last week, will feature prerecorded performances interspersed with
conversations between David Kuehn and
directors of the three shows that were
performance-ready but canceled due to COVID-19.
The directors include Tristan DiVincenzo (Tommy),
Melinda Gallant (The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee), and Bob Bock (Death and the Maiden).
When canceled Kuehn promised a cabaret where each
singer would choose their own song or duet to be
performed in the CCftA theater, on their stage. Thus,
the title, Tommy Bee Maiden Cabaret.
The Center will host several events on the lawn
between the Black Box and main theater building,
including the 2-Person play “Zoo Story”, featuring
Beau Jackett and Christopher Edwards and directed
by Steve Ross from September 3 to 20th.
Please check website for particulars. Seating will be
extremely limited and all audience members will be
required to wear a mask during the performances.
Here’s a list of some of what is planned:
Aug 17: Provincetown Jazz Festival
Aug 19-23: “Fully Committed” featuring Ari Lew
Aug 27-29: “Entertainment Tonight!” The Best of the
past 10 years of CCftA Musical Theater
Sept 1: Mark Cortale presents Marilyn Maye
Sept 4-6: “Nashville on Cape Cod” hosted by Isabeau
Miller and Shaun Balin
Sept 3-20: “Zoo Story” Outdoors
Gallery exhibitions are free and open to the public
observing social distancing protocols. Wednesdays
through Saturdays from 10:00 to 4:00. Individual
and group docent tours by Center box office manager
Jason Mellin will be available by appointment. “More
Than ENOUGH,” artist Jane Lincoln’s three-part
exploration of color and relationships, as well as
current events, opens Wednesday, August 12 thru
Saturday, September 19.
St Michael Orthodox Christian Church,
62 Main Street, Cotuit 508-420-1113
Live streaming via YouTube with
schedule as follows:
Saturday Vespers 7:00 pm
Sunday Orthros 8:30 am
Sunday Liturgy 9:30 am
https://youtube.com/user/StMichaelCotuit

The Friends’ of the Cotuit Library Membership
Drive continues. If you have not sent
Friends of the
in your fees, please do so as we need
your support more than ever during
this pandemic. Contact for Membership is
chairperson, Judy, 508-428-4494. Friendship Soup
fundraiser is ongoing.
Contact for ordering or
delivery is Lori, 860-841-3096. Don’t miss out on this
delicious staple or gift for that “difficult to buy for”
person.
The Cahoon Museum is now open on Fridays and
Saturdays! Pre-registration on the
museum’s website, cahoonmuseum.org, is
requested. Drop-bys are welcome if there is
room in the galleries.
There are three
fantastic shows on view: Modern Mix: Selections from
the Cape Cod Museum of Art and the Cahoon
Museum which remains on view through September
5; Edward Curtis: Shadow Catcher and Adria Arch:
Interference, both of which remain on view through
December 22.
A new show, Salley Mavor: Bedtime Stitches, opens
on September 11. Admission is free for the entire
month of August. Be sure to stop by soon - it is busy
at the Cahoon! (Ada Gilmore, Sandpipers, 1935)
The Historical Society of Santuit & Cotuit has
been holding an online auction, A Bit of a
Taste, in lieu of its usual Taste of Cotuit event.
Bidding on some 24 fabulous dinner
packages, décor items and Cape Cod
experiences. Tickets available thru Monday,
August 17. Check out the auction items at
cotuithistoricalsociety.org.
HSSC will hold a 50/50 raffle its annual scholarship.
One hundred tickets will be sold in the gift shop
beginning August 21 at $20 apiece. The winner gets
half the proceeds -- $1,000! Great money and great
odds! Raffle tickets on sale now.
The Historical Book Club will meet to discuss Joseph
J. Ellis’ Founding Brothers: The Revolutionary
Generation at 6:30 Thursday, September 3, on the
patio at Cotuit Library. (We suggest double-checking
time in early September.) The meeting may also be
accessed through FaceTime.
The “Little Harvard” exhibition continues through
Christmas. The museums and gift shop are open from
10 am to 4 pm Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.
Cotuit Library Bring your Yoga mat and join us
August 22
at 4:00 on the lawn for Kid’s Yoga
centered around our Storywalk book, “Not a Box.”
Registration required; call 508-428-8141. Masks
required until we get settled on our socially
distanced mats. Rain date 8/29.
Our 2020 Annual Appeal is out — please
consider giving your support!

The Cotuit Civic Association Welcomes Your Support

The Cotuit Civic Association Welcomes Your Support
Our mission is to “educate and Communicate” and Christmas in Cotuit
Name
_________________________________________________________________
Cape Address
_________________________________________________________________
Off Cape Address
_________________________________________________________________
email ___________________________________ Is this a NEW email ? ________
Yearly Dues $25.00

_________ Donation $ ______ Total $ Enclosed__________

cotuitcivicassociation@gmail.com

P O Box 121 Cotuit MA 02635

MISSION STATEMENT The Cotuit-Santuit Civic Association is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to
furnish Cotuit residents with a forum for the discussion of matters of civic concern and to provide a means to
address those concerns in ways that will serve the best interests of the Village. The Association seeks to identify
the needs and concerns of the Village, to inform residents about matters that affect them, to present the needs
and concerns to the Town government, and to attempt to spur action to resolve those matters. The Association
also sponsors activities and programs of general interest, in an effort to promote a vital sense of community in
the Village of Cotuit.
ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS The Association conducts meetings open to the public periodically throughout
the year at which matters of general interest are discussed, often with participation of Town representatives.
The Association also organizes and presents the annual Fourth of July Parade and the Christmas in Cotuit
events. The Association also prepares and distributes a newsletter, Cotuit Currents, which includes information
concerning events of other non-profit organizations in the Village.
MEMBERSHIP Membership in the Association is open to all interested parties. Dues and contributions
received help to defray the expenses of the Association, including the costs of the Fourth of July Parade, the
Christmas in Cotuit events and various public improvement initiatives. You can become a member by clipping
the membership form from the Cotuit Currents newsletter together with the $25 annual dues, to P.O. Box 121,
Cotuit, MA 02635.

and Alfred Glover: Garden Grove, through December 22.

62 Main Street, Cotuit, 508-420-1113
Live streaming via YouTube with schedule as follows:
Saturday Vespers 7:00 pm
Sunday Orthros 8:30 am
Sunday Liturgy 9:30 am
https://youtube.com/user/StMichaelCotuit
The Friends’ of the Cotuit Library On Monday,
September 14th and Thursday, September 17th,
Friends’ Volunteers will be available on the Library
patio between 2-4 p.m. to help with Friends’
membership applications. If you have not yet joined
the Friends, or yet renewed your membership for
fiscal year July 2020 – June 2021, we encourage you
to take advantage of this opportunity. Please
continue to help us support the Library through your
membership. Checks can be made out to
“FOCL”. Any questions call our Membership
Chairperson, Judy at 508-428-4494. Friendship
Soup continues to be available while supplies
last. Contact to order is Lori at 860-841-3096.
The Cahoon Museum has a new show, Salley
Mavor: Bedtime Stitches, an exhibition of 18 new
sculptural embroidery artworks by award-winning
Falmouth artist Salley Mavor.
The artwork
illustrates the children’s book, My Bed: Enchanting
Ways to Fall Asleep Around the World. The show
kicks off a 2 year nationwide tour and will be on view
at the Museum through December 22nd. Along with
the illustrations, additional artworks by Ms. Mavor
will be on view, including two fairy houses, many of
her “felt wee folk,” her well-known Polly Doll, as well
as composition books and objects from her home
studio. Also included is a doll house the artist built in
1975 while in college and which she has spent the past
months renovating and redecorating.
Three additional exhibitions remain on view: Edward
Curtis: Shadow Cather, Adria Arch: Interference,

The Museum is open Fridays and Saturdays from 10:00 to
4:00. The Museum requests registration on the website
cahoonmuseum.org, by phone 508-428-7581, and dropbys are welcome as gallery space allows.
The Historical Society of Santuit & Cotuit is holding
a 50/50 raffle in support of its annual scholarship. One
hundred tickets will be sold at $20 apiece. The winner gets
half the proceeds – $1,000! Great money and great odds!
Tickets are on sale at the HSSC gift shop.
The Historical Book Club will meet to discuss Doris
Kearns Goodwin’s Leadership in Turbulent Times
(focusing on Presidents Lincoln, Theodore and Franklin
Roosevelt, and Lyndon Johnson) on the evening of
Thursday, October 1, on the patio at Cotuit Library, weather
and temperature permitting. Masks and social distancing
required. Call (508) 428-0461 or (508) 428-8141 to confirm
time before hand. The meeting may also be accessed
through FaceTime.
The September book is Founding Brothers: The
Revolutionary Generation by Joseph Ellis. As we
anticipated this book is a timely (and important) review of
how our founding fathers - Hamilton, Burr, Jefferson,
Franklin, Washington, Adams, and Madison -combined the
ideals of the Declaration of Independence with the content
of the Constitution to create the practical workings of our
government.
The Little Harvard exhibition continues through
Christmas. The museums and gift shop are open from
10:00 to 4:00 Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.
Cotuit Library Outdoor Storytime with Miss Lisa,
Wednesdays @4 pm, weather permitting.
Summer Brick Campaign ends September 30. Order yours
today.
Join the 100,000 Can Challenge and redeem your bottles
to help the Library. Find out more at cotuitlibrary.org
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President: Jim Dannhauser

September 12 - October 16, 2020

Editor: Theresa Egan

At last the summer draws to a close and we head into fall – one of the most beautiful times of year in our Village.
Of course, we are still living in our Covid world, but we have done relatively well in Cotuit on that score.
The Association held its Annual Meeting on August 18 – by Zoom, of course. At the meeting, four persons were
elected to 3 year terms on the Executive Board of the Association – myself, Tom Burgess, Lallie Lloyd and Phil
Odence. Prior to that meeting, the Board had elected Bryan Horsley to fill a vacancy that had been created upon the
resignation of Seth Burdick. (Seth had been elected to the Prudential Committee at the Fire District Annual
Meeting.) Once again, we want to express our thanks to Seth, as well as Chris Gargiulo for their years of service on
the Board.
Please join us on September 15 for a Zoom meeting. We will hear from representatives of the Association to Preserve
Cape Cod, who will provide a status report on their various storm water management projects in the Cotuit area.
The Zoom meeting number is 852 1330 3788.
There have been several meetings of the Asset Management Committee of the Town of Barnstable at which the future
of the Cotuit Elementary School has been discussed. Recordings of those meetings are available on the Town
website. We know that this is a matter of great interest to many in the Village. We appreciate the attendance of so
many of you at those virtual meetings, and encourage you to continue to attend future meetings on this matter as
the process unfolds. Jim Dannhauser, President
Cape Cod Academy After a spring of non-stop, successful distance learning, Cape Cod Academy is pleased to open
its doors in September for in-person education for all grades, five days a week. The school’s expansive campus,
outdoor learning spaces, and multiple large classrooms provide the perfect learning environment for students in
grades k-12. Applications are being accepted. Don’t let your child’s learning be disrupted. Visit Cape Cod Academy
where learning never ends. Learn more at capecodacademy.org.
Cotuit Federated Church is worshiping Live every Sunday at 10:00 beginning on September 13th via
streaming on Facebook. Services can be found at the link facebook.com/cotuitfederatedchurch
The Cotuit Kettleers are looking for new host families for players for the 2021 season. The season runs from
early June through early August. You would need to provide a room for the player, access to a washer and dryer,
and three meals a day. In return, you will receive a stipend to help cover costs and lasting friendships with some
terrific young men who are working to enhance their futures, not only as baseball players, but also as people. You
can be part of that development! For more information, please contact Mr. Terry Moran at 508-951-0802
or terrymoran71@comcast.net
Cotuit Center for the Arts “The Zoo Story”, a one-act play by American playwright Edward Albee, continues
through September 20th outdoors on the lawn between the main theater and black box buildings.
The play explores themes of isolation, loneliness, miscommunication as anathematization, social disparity and
dehumanization in a materialistic world.
Admission is free but reservations are required as seating is limited based on the Governor’s reopening guidelines.
Audience members are encouraged to bring their own chairs, blankets and sweatshirts and a picnic if desired. The
Center will provide a cash bar. No liquor may be brought in by attendees.
The show runs Thursday - Sunday thru September 20th. Performances at 6:30 to take advantage of the natural light.
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President: Jim Dannhauser

October 17 – November 13, 2020

Editor: Theresa Egan

The middle of the Fall season is now upon us. We are aware that many are seeking definitive information
regarding the procedures for voting in the forthcoming elections. A good resource is the web site of the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, at www.mass.gov>topics>voting You can also obtain information about
polling places and hours at https://townofbarnstable.us/ The front page of the Town website has a large
ICON of “Election Information”.
Deliberations concerning the future of the Cotuit Elementary School property continue. At the last meeting of
the Asset Management Advisory Committee, it was decided to recommend to the Town Manager that the building
be torn down. If that were to be the course of action decided upon, it would be a capital project, and would need
to be included in the CIP budget for the Town. Expectations are that this would likely not occur for several years,
as there are a significant number of capital projects being considered, including those that were deferred earlier
this year. There was also a discussion about the property at the meeting of the Commissioners of the Water
Department held in September. We encourage you to view the recording of that meeting which can be found at
the website of the Fire District.
Remember that all vessels stored on Town property need to be removed by November 14.
Stay safe and well.
Jim Dannhauser, President
____________________________________________________________________________
Cotuit Fire District, MA $1,510,000 General Obligation Bonds Net 0.443%;
Refunding Saves $161,527
Ray Pirrone, District Treasurer, announced that the District received competitive bids from bond underwriters
on Tuesday, September 29, 2020 for a $1,510,000, 9-year general obligation bond issue. Fidelity Capital Markets
was the winning bidder on the Bonds with an average interest rate of 0.443%. The District received a total of 3
bids on the Bonds. Bond proceeds will be used to finance various departmental equipment purchases and refund
a portion of the District’s April 15, 2010 bond issue. The savings generated by the refinancing will be $161,527
(after issuance costs) over the next 10 years or approximately $0.01 reduction in the property tax rate each year.
Prior to the sale S&P Global Ratings, a municipal credit rating agency, assigned a rating of ‘AA+’ to the Bonds.
The rating agency cited the District’s extremely strong market value per capita, stable financial position evidenced
by very strong reserves, and low overall debt burden as positive credit factors.
The bids for the Bonds were accepted at the offices of the District’s Financial Advisor, Hilltop Securities Inc., at
54 Canal Street in Boston, Massachusetts.
____________________________________________________________________________
The Historical Society of Santuit & Cotuit will hold a Pies To-Go event on Wednesday, November 25th –
which is the day before Thanksgiving. (Who doesn’t need a pie then?) Orders for apple, blueberry, pumpkin and
pecan pies will be accepted online beforehand, to be picked up at HSSC drive-through fashion. Watch our website
– cotuithistoricalsociety.org – for more information. We’d also welcome a few more volunteer pie-bakers!
We’re more than halfway there in our 50/50 raffle in support of our annual scholarship. One hundred tickets are
being sold at $20 apiece. The winner will get half the proceeds -- $1,000. Great money and great odds! Tickets
are on sale at the HSSC gift shop. You may also enter by sending a check made payable to HSSC to P.O. Box 1484,
Cotuit, MA 02635. Please include phone number or email address so we can confirm the receipt of your entry.
The Historical Book Club’s selection for November is Lies My Teacher Told Me: Everything Your American
History Textbook Got Wrong by James W. Loewen. The group will meet at 7:00, Thursday, November 5th likely
via Zoom. Call (508) 428-0461 (the Historical Society) or (508) 428-8141 (Cotuit Library) to confirm. The Zoom
meeting number. Zoom number will be sent with the monthly reminder to those on book club's email list.

Cotuit Water Commission

AUTOMATIC IN-GROUND IRRIGATION CONNECTION
MORATORIUM EXTENDED TO MARCH 23, 2021
On September 23rd the Cotuit Water Commission voted to extend a moratorium on new connections to the
Cotuit drinking water supply for automatic, in-ground irrigation systems for six months until March 23,
2021. The purpose of the moratorium is to enable the Commission to review a series of proposals and seek public
input on suggestions on how to reduce and discourage the use of the public water system for lawn irrigation. Lawn
irrigation represents approximately 50% of our summer pumping and is placing significant stress on our system.
This moratorium does not affect new hook-ups for in-home water distribution (without irrigation systems). It also
does not affect existing in-ground irrigation (if it was connected prior to May, 2020). The Commission is concerned
that peak summer pumping is exceeding our permit levels and that natural water bodies, especially streams and
freshwater wetlands in Cotuit, are being impacted by excessive well drawdown during the peak demand months in
the summer. (See attached primer.) Water quality in the distribution system can also be impaired by excessive
drawdown near wetlands, such as by manganese and iron infiltration.
Among the items which the Commission is exploring are a permanent ban on new irrigation connections, upgrading
and maintaining “smart” irrigation technologies, separate metering, premium pricing, eventual disconnections, and
fertigation wells. Residents may opt for installing their own on-site private wells for irrigation, taking the demand
of the public drinking water system. Please see our website and Facebook page for more information."
Cotuit Kettleers Do you have a room to rent to a Cotuit Kettleers Intern next summer? Just a bedroom is
needed...they’ll prepare their own meals, do their own laundry and provide their own transportation. These young
adults are energetic, dynamic, and diligent college students working toward their career goals. Contact Leah Ridpath
kettleersadvertising@gmail.com for more info.
St Michael Orthodox Christian Church: 62 Main Street, Cotuit, 508-420-1113
Live streaming via YouTube with schedule as follows: Saturday Vespers 7:00 pm; Sunday Orthros 8:30 am;
Sunday Liturgy 9:30 am. Information - https://youtube.com/user/StMichaelCotuit
The Friends of the Cotuit Library - Raffle tickets are still available for the Spectacular Fall Raffle. 1st Prize
$1,000, 2Nd Prize $750 & 3rd Prize $500. Only 300 tickets printed. Drawing October 30th at noon on the Library
patio. Contacts are Cindy 508-420-4871 & Lori 860-841-3096.
Volunteers are needed for Pop-Up Book Nook gently-used Book Sale to be held Mondays & Thursdays during
October & November from 10 am - 2 pm on the Library patio. Contact is Jane 774-487-9058. (We are unable to
accept donated books at this time due to COVID restrictions.)
Friendship soup is almost sold out! Several jars remain in the Library lobby. If any residents have the 24 oz. (pint
& 1/2) canning jars to donate back, we can make more available. (There is a national shortage of canning jars!) Drop
off recycled 24 oz. jars at the Library.
The Cahoon Museum of American Art has a popular new show, Salley Mavor: Bedtime Stitches, an exhibition
of 18 sculptural embroidery artworks by award-winning Falmouth artist Salley Mavor. The artwork illustrates the
new children’s book, My Bed: Enchanting Ways to Fall Asleep Around the World which is now a best seller in our
Museum Shop. Plan extra time when you come to see the show so that you may browse in the shop!
Three additional exhibitions are on view: Edward Curtis: Shadow Cather, Adria Arch: Interference, and Alfred
Glover: Garden Grove. The exhibitions remain on view through December 22nd. The Museum is also hosting a free
Open House on Sunday, Oct. 25 – registration for this event is required so please visit cahoonmuseum.org, or call
508-428-7581 to register. The Museum and the Museum Shop are open Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays from
10:00 to 4:00. Registration is requested for the gift shop however drop-ins are welcome as Gallery space allows.
Cotuit Federated Church is hosting a Blood Drive for Cape Cod Healthcare, November 23rd
Monday, Registration is required at www.capecodhealth.org/give-blood. Worship Services on Sundays at 10 a.m.
continue to stream on Facebook Live at https://www.facebook.com/cotuitfederatedchurch.
Cotuit Library - Now open for EXPANDED BROWSING! Please join in on our 100,000 Can Challenge: Help us
raise $5,000 by redeeming your bottles and cans and donating the money (or the redemption slips!) to the Library.
Check out our upcoming events at cotuitlibrary.org/events and cotuitlibrary.org/kids.

MISSION STATEMENT The Cotuit-Santuit Civic Association is a non-profit organization whose purpose is to
furnish Cotuit residents with a forum for the discussion of matters of civic concern and to provide a means to
address those concerns in ways that will serve the best interests of the Village. The Association seeks to identify
the needs and concerns of the Village, to inform residents about matters that affect them, to present the needs
and concerns to the Town government, and to attempt to spur action to resolve those matters. The Association
also sponsors activities and programs of general interest, in an effort to promote a vital sense of community in
the Village of Cotuit.
ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS The Association conducts meetings open to the public periodically
throughout the year at which matters of general interest are discussed, often with participation of Town
representatives. The Association also organizes and presents the annual Fourth of July Parade and the
Christmas in Cotuit events. The Association also prepares and distributes a newsletter, Cotuit Currents, which
includes information concerning events of other non-profit organizations in the Village.

The Cotuit Civic Association Welcomes Your Support
Our mission is to “educate and Communicate” and Christmas in Cotuit
Name
_________________________________________________________________
Cape Address
_________________________________________________________________
Off Cape Address
_________________________________________________________________
email ___________________________________ Is this a NEW email ? ________
Yearly Dues $25.00

_________ Donation $ ______ Total $ Enclosed__________

cotuitcivicassociation@gmail.com

P O Box 121 Cotuit MA 02635

MEMBERSHIP Membership in the Association is open to all interested parties. Dues and contributions
received help to defray the expenses of the Association, including the costs of the Fourth of July Parade, the
Christmas in Cotuit events and various public improvement initiatives. You can become a member by
downloading the form on this site at “Become a Member,” clipping the membership form from the Cotuit
Currents newsletter, or sending the information called for on those forms, together with the $25 annual dues, to
P.O. Box 121, Cotuit, MA 02635.

President: Jim Dannhauser

November 14 – December 31, 2020

Editor: Theresa Egan

And so this most unusual year draws to a close.
After much discussion, the Executive Board of the Association has concluded that the usual Christmas in Cotuit
events cannot safely be held this year. Those events typically include several crowded indoor and outdoor
activities. With virus counts on the rise, that just carries too much risk. But we understand how much that day
means to the Village as the opening of the holiday season. So, we have devised an alternative set of activities
for the day – December 5 – that we think will be fun for all. See below for more information!
Discussions continue with respect to the Cotuit Elementary School property. The Fire District is beginning to
explore potential uses of the property if the District were to take ownership of it. This is in a very preliminary
stage of exploration – expect more to come on this subject during the course of next year.
For now, stay safe and well. We thank everyone for their support, and look forward to 2021!
Stay safe and well.

Jim Dannhauser, President

___________________________________________________________________________
The Cotuit Civic Association’s annual Christmas in Cotuit celebration has become a seasonal
highlight for our Village. This year’s activities will be different due to social distancing, but rest assured:
Santa is on his way!

On Saturday, December 5th beginning at 2:30, Santa will be visiting Cotuit residents by fire truck with an assist
from the Cotuit Fire Department.
Simultaneously, the Civic Association will conduct a food and diaper drive. At the recommendation of the
Cotuit Federated Church, the drive will benefit the Faith, Family and Kitchen program and Angel House, both
of which serve families in need. Volunteers will pick up your contributions, making it super easy to donate—no
extra effort required! In the spirit of holiday giving, the Cotuit Civic Association also will contribute $1,000 to
this effort.
If your family would like a drive-by Santa visit and/or an opportunity to contribute to the food and diaper
drive, e-mail CotuitChristmas@gmail.com. Expect Santa and his food drive volunteers sometime between 2:30
and 4:00.
Family, Faith and Kitchen recommends the following dry goods in non-glass containers:

Diapers
Instant mashed potatoes
Canned vegetables
Canned chicken or tuna
Crackers

Nuts
Peanut butter
Whole grain cereal
Pasta and sauce
Canned soups or stews

Granola bars
Snack sized applesauce
Cookies or brownie mixes
esp. those with water as the
sole added ingredient

Beginning at 4:00, enjoy a simulcast of the lighting of the Cotuit Christmas tree and caroling featuring The
Chatham Carolers. We will forward a link to this virtual event as we get closer to Christmas in Cotuit. Thank
you to the Cotuit Center for the Arts for arranging this event. (Remember, this is a virtual event. Do not
gather at Memorial Park).
As a reminder, there will not be any in-person gatherings this year. Social distancing should be maintained
during the Santa visit and food drive.
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Christmas in Cotuit Freedom Hall Artisans
Show will not be held due to the current COVID
situation. If you would like to shop privately for your
Christmas gifts with any of our Artists that are your
favorites please contact our artist group on Facebook at
Cotuitartistsandfriendsannualchristmassale or
Leslie Spencer, administrator of the show, at 508-4202343 for the information on how to shop for gifts.
St Michael Orthodox Christian Church:
62 Main Street, Cotuit, 508-420-1113
Live streaming via YouTube with schedule as
follows: Saturday Vespers 7:00; Sunday Orthros 8:30;
Sunday
Liturgy
9:30
am.
Information
https://youtube.com/user/StMichaelCotuit
The Friends of the Cotuit Library Congratulations
to the winners of the Friends' October cash raffle! 1st
Place M. Manning; 2nd Place S. Whalen; and 3rd Place
J. Picariello. The Friends appreciate all those who
supported this fundraiser.
A reminder that the Cotuit Cooks cookbooks,
and Artists of Cotuit books are available at the
Library and some are wrapped for gift-giving.
In time for the holidays, the Friends are offering for
sale, two donated ladies' necklaces which are just too
fabulous to await the Friends planned 2021 Used
Jewelry Sale, so they are for sale now. There is a
stunning Gerhardt cuff necklace, 15 inches in
circumference, 14K gold, lining a torque of sterling silver
appraised at $600. It is for sale for $295. There is also a
gorgeous David-Anderson sterling silver collar necklace
with a modernistic pendant containing a blue guilloche
oval enamel insert. Estimated value is $500, and it is for
sale for $245. To arrange a showing, call Terri Goldstein
at
508-428-0143
or
email
her
at terrigold@comcast.net To purchase, Friends would
prefer a check payable to FOCL. Posters are at the
Library with pictures of the two items. As always, funds
raised by the Friends are used to support the Cotuit
Library in a variety of ways.
The Cahoon Museum of American Art The Cahoon
Museum of American Art is hosting a free Open House
on Sunday, December 6th from 10:00 to 4:00.
Registration for the Open House or to visit the Museum
is required - so please sign up at cahoonmuseum.org or
call 508-428-7581. Also, the Museum Shop is open and
filled with great gifts for everyone on your holiday
shopping list. (Entrance fee and registration is not
required to visit only the Shop.) The Museum and the
Museum Shop are open Thursdays, Fridays, and
Saturdays from 10:00 – 4:00.

the new children’s book, My Bed: Enchanting Ways to
Fall Asleep Around the World which is now a best seller
in our Museum Shop. Also on view are Edward Curtis:
Shadow Cather and Adria Arch: Interference.
Cotuit Federated Church Christmas Eve at Cotuit
Federated Church will be streamed on Facebook Live at
4:30 on December 24. A Longest Night Service will be
streamed at 7:00 on December 21. Sunday morning
services at 10:00 will continue to stream online
at www.facebook.com/cotuitfederatedchurch
Cotuit Kettleers - The Cotuit Kettleers Store at Lowell
Park will be open on these two final dates in 2020:
1. Black Friday November 27th, 11:00 - 2:00.
2. Christmas in Cotuit Saturday, December 5. Visit the
Kettleer
store
from
10:00
to
2:00.
This will be your last chance in 2020 to purchase those
great Holiday and Championship gifts for your family,
friends, co-workers, etc. See you there!
The Historical Society of Santuit & Cotuit will
hold a Holiday Boutique from 10 am to 4:00 Saturday,
December 5. You’ll find wreaths and centerpieces made
with fresh greens, handcrafted gifts and holiday
decorations, and baked goods in addition to our usual
gift shop merchandise. We’ll also have free ornament
craft kits available for children that day.
A Ladies Night: Boxwood Tree Workshop is
scheduled from 7:00 – 9:00 Thursday, December 10, at
Freedom Hall. Participants go home with a decorated
tree standing 12-18 inches high – the perfect size for a
tabletop. The fee is $50 for HSSC members, $55 for
nonmembers,
with
all
materials
provided.
Visit cotuithistoricalsociety.org for more information
and to register.
Feeling lucky? We have a raffle for a framed print
titled Doors of Cotuit. Tickets are $10 each and the
drawing will be held on December 20. Tickets are on sale
in the HSSC gift shop. You may also enter by sending a
check made payable to HSSC to P.O. Box 1484, Cotuit,
MA 02635. Please include your phone number or email
address so we can confirm the receipt of your entry.
The Historical Book Club’s selection for December
is Adrift: A True Story of Tragedy on the Icy Atlantic
and the One Who Lived to Tell About It by Brian Murphy
with Toula Vlahou. The group will hold a Zoom meeting
at 7:00 Thursday, December 3rd. Call (508) 428-0461
(the Historical Society) or (508) 428-8141 (Cotuit
Library) to obtain the Zoom meeting number.
Editor’s Note: Special Thanks to Lujean Printers for
their continuous support of the Cotuit Civic Association.
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The Cahoon currently has three popular art exhibitions
on view. Our featured exhibition is Salley Mavor:
Bedtime Stitches, an exhibition of 18 sculptural
embroidery artworks by Falmouth artist Salley
Mavor. The artwork illustrates

