P. O. Box 121
Cotuit, MA 02635
Minutes
Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, April 6 2020, 7:00 PM
On-Line Meeting via Zoom
Present: James Dannhauser, Carol Zais, Tom Burgess, Natalie Spence, Len Carter, Lallie Lloyd , Mark Lynch, Mike
Scanlon, Mark Stranberg
Absents: Bryan Horsley, Phil Odence
Guests: Jennifer Loughlan, Peter Rohner, Pastor Angie Ballou of Cotuit Federated Church; Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Town
Councilor
Call to Order: Jim Dannhauser called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM
Guest Presentation: After preliminary remarks by Pastor Ballou, Jennifer Loughlan reviewed the progress made to date
on the church’s capital campaign which has raised $2.68 million toward a goal of $3.5 million. Further efforts will be made
to get 100% participation by members of the church and outreach to all members of the Cotuit community, after first
approaching the abutters for their input on the current designs. The Building Design team had several meetings with
Conserv, the architecture, engineering, and construction firm that was hired last September. The results of these meeting
have produced architectural renderings that Peter Rohner reviewed with the Board along with a 3-D model of the whole
project which he has designed. The Board thanked the presenters for their definitive review and for their work in making
the design harmonize with the village character.
Business Meeting:
1. Secretary’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Secretary’s minutes of the Executive Board
meeting of December 1, 2020, were accepted as written.
2. Treasurer’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report to March 31, 2021 was accepted
as written. It was noted that a salient difference in lower income in comparison with 2020 was a significant
donation in 2020 in memory of a deceased member of the village. The Association has received a $500 grant
from the Town for activities associated with July 4th.
3. Precinct 7 Report:
•

•
•
•

The Town Council will begin to review the Town Capital Improvement Plan for 2022 at its next
meeting. Most projects for Cotuit have been deferred. Among items relating to Cotuit that were not
deferred is the milling and repaving of Ocean View Avenue. Jessica Grassetti will meet with the
Town Engineer to work on improvements to northern intersection of Ocean View Ave and Main St.
She hopes to have the curbing at the new crosswalk at the beginning of Ocean View Ave.
reconfigured to make it more passable for pedestrians especially those with strollers. All privately
installed slow and MPH signs on Ocean View Ave. have been removed. Jessica has asked that the
warning sign for Cross Street stop sign be removed as that is no longer a “new” sign.
Storm water ruin-off improvements off Ralyn Road will be done around No Bottom Pond.
Maintenance work for clearing brush and improving the riverbank at the Santuit River bridge is
scheduled.
Deferred Projects: Study of Little River for herring run restoration, Banfield Road repair, raised
crosswalks on Main and School St.

•
•

Cotuit Memorial Park: Jessica will work with the Community Preservation Committee to seek funds
for this project.
Tom Burgess asked about the storm water run-off on Cross Street going down to Riley’s Beach. This
will be a “concern of Cotuit”.

Old Business:
1. Discussion re Concerns of Cotuit Meeting: Jim Dannhauser noted that the customary meeting was not held
last year. He suggested that he attempt to schedule such a meeting via Zoom with Mark Ells and his team.
There was general agreement to have such a meeting. Lallie Lloyd noted that a Zoom meeting is a “worst case
scenario” in comparison to a meeting at Freedom Hall. Jessica noted that Town Hall is still closed. She
recommended that photographs of “concerns” would be helpful to illustrate problems via a Zoom Meeting.
Jim will seek to have the session in May at Freedom Hall or failing that via Zoom. Jim asked that all members
submit concerns of Cotuit to him by April 20.
2. Update on Cotuit Elementary School: Jim Dannhauser noted that the public session was very well attended.
There is general agreement on protecting the water supply and village control of the property. However, there
are varied opinions on what could be the future of the school building as is or via demolition. Work will be
ongoing in the Prudential Committee on establishing warrants for the District Annual Meeting. It’s a
confusing matter to present to the voters, and there will be concerns over the costs to be incurred. Jessica
Grassetti stated her opinion that the demolition should be the Town of Barnstable’s responsibility, but Jim
countered that this might mean a lost opportunity. The village needs at a minimum to have a vote to approve
the expense of exploring the transaction and its real costs, which will convince the Town that the village is
serious about its study.
3. Discussion re Cotuit Clean Up Day: Mike Scanlon recommended that we hold clean-up day in mid-May in the
way we have done in previous years with the stipulation that people follow mask and social distancing
protocol in groups of two or family bubbles. It was agreed to purchase a number of “trash grabbers’ for this
annual event. Carol Zais has a flyer from the Town of Falmouth on their first clean up event which she will
share with Mike. The Board agreed to hold Clean-Up Day on Saturday May 15, with a rain date of Saturday
May 22. Mike will oversee the project and reach out to the Boy Scouts. Jim Dannhauser will purchase the
grabbers.
4. Consideration regarding Fourth of July Parade. Len Carter, Mark Lynch, and Mark Stranberg, the Events
Committee, reported that the State regulations currently prohibit parades. There is no way to predict any date
or nature of loosening of the guidelines in State Phase 4, Step 2. Even if parades are allowed, the Association
must submit to the Town how safety protocols would be established and monitored. After considerable
discussion, it was agreed that the committee will draw up a two-paragraph statement to send out via Constant
Contact and to be posted at the Cotuit Grocery and the Post Office alerting the public as to the status of plans
for a parade.
5. Report on Fire District meetings: Carol Zais gave a brief synopsis of recent meetings:
• This has been budget month and budgets are posted on the District website and on the Town
Councilor’s blog.
• Fire Commissioners: Fire Chief is scheduled for 14.6% raise. There is a forward-looking capital plan.
• Water Commissioners: Budget is stable. The Water Department has a capital plan, but it has not been
posted as yet.
New Business: There was no new business.
The Meeting was adjourned at 9:09 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary

P. O. Box 121
Cotuit, MA 02635
Minutes
Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, May 4, 2021, 7:00 PM
On-Line Meeting via Zoom
Present: James Dannhauser, Carol Zais, Tom Burgess, Len Carter, Lallie Lloyd, Mark Lynch, Phil Odence, Mike Scanlon,
Mark Stranberg
Absents: Bryan Horsley, Natalie Spence
Guest: D.J. McKinnon
Call to Order: Jim Dannhauser called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM
Guest Presentation: D.J. McKinnon, as abutter to Old Oyster Road at the Town Dock, asked the members of the Board
their opinions on establishing a kayak rack for the public on a portion of his property. There was general agreement that
such a proposal should go through the Harbormaster’s office and that any kayak storage should be under Town permitting
and provide fair and equitable access.
Business Meeting:
1. Secretary’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Secretary’s minutes of the Executive Board
meeting of April 6, 2021, were accepted as written.
2. Treasurer’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report to April 30, 2021 was accepted
as written.
3. Precinct 7 Report:
•

•
•

Roads: Popponesset Road will be repaved from Main St. to Santuit Road. The repaving of Ocean
View Ave. will include removing the granite curbstone at the northern intersection of Ocean View
and Main St. which will be replaced with a “Cape Cod” asphalt berm. The Town will landscape the
small bare area that is part of this intersection. Board members supported “Cape Cod Perennials” as
the landscape choice for this.
Town Manager visit to the Civic Association Board: This is to present the plans for assessment
to fund sewer projects planned for the Town. Jim will seek to establish a time, hopefully for a in
person meeting at the Library.
Accessory Dwelling Units: This proposal will come before the Town Council this week, after which
it will be forwarded to the Planning Board. This proposal is a result of a desire of elderly residents to
age in place by allowing an accessory dwelling unit for a caregiver or the resident. It stipulates leases
for at least one year in length, and Jessica feels that it should also stipulate that the property owner be
resident on the property. This met with general agreement. In regard to a petition circulating to form
a subcommittee on zoning maters such as this, there was general agreement that any subcommittee
established should be done under the hierarchy of existing Town boards and committees.

Old Business:
1. Update on Cotuit Elementary School: Jim Dannhaussr reported that the Prudential Committee has
established dates for public visits to the property. There is a sign-up procedure on the District website. Tours
are scheduled for May 15, 19 and 24. Articles relative to this item are on the District Warrant: Article 16: To

see if the District will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum of $45,000.00 from Certified Free Cash to: (1)
enable the Prudential Committee and/or its delegates to consummate the transfer of the 8.5+ acres and the
school building known as the Cotuit Elementary School at 140 Old Oyster Road in Cotuit to be known as
“the School Property” and (2) maintain the School Property for Fiscal Year 2022. Article 17: To see if the
District will vote to transfer and appropriate a sum $207,500.00 from Certified Free Cash to: (1) re-open and
fund the District Space Needs project to include consideration of the School Property at 140 Old Oyster Road
comprising the School Building and surrounding 8.5 acres in the Study findings; (2) define the cost of
implementing the recommendations of the Space Needs study and any other specific use of the School
Property as determined by the Prudential Committee and/or its delegates; (3) define the cost of demolishing
the School Building and returning the area to a green space; and (4) fund the cost of a Special District Meeting
to determine the District course of action related to the School Property. Discussion followed of the warrant
articles and the need for an updated space needs study which would incorporate the school building. It was
noted that the needs/desires of the Water Dept. and Fire Dept. for the property were quite different.
2. Candidates and Budget Night: This will be held on Monday, May 17 at 7:30 PM via Zoom and will offer
an opportunity to hear from, and ask questions of, District officials concerning the proposed budgets for the
coming fiscal year. Jim will also introduce the three candidates for District offices who will stand for election
on May 25 (Ray Pisano for Fire Commissioner, Mark Robinson for Water Commissioner, and Mark Lynch for
a seat on the Prudential Committee).
3. Concerns of Cotuit Meeting: It was agreed that this would be best deferred until it could be held in-person
with Town officials at Freedom Hall. Jim asked that Board members submit their final suggestions by May 12.
The school property will not be a subject of concern for this meeting.
4. Cotuit Clean-Up Day: Saturday, May 15 or in the event of rain, Saturday, May 22. There are currently 45
volunteers. Mike Scanlon is reworking assignments to allow everyone an area to pick up. Putnam Avenue can
be divided into multiple sections.
5. Consideration regarding Fourth of July Parade: Len Carter, Mark Lynch, and Mark Stranberg, reported
that State protocols currently allow parades under local guidelines and protocols. Mark Lynch offered to
research these with the Town and report back to the Board. Until that time, the decision to cancel the July 4th
date for the Parade stands.
6. Website and Social Media: Phil Odence reported that following the resignation of Chris Cohoat from the
Board, he has researched the new Word Press platform for the website. He will undertake to work on a
transfer after the summer. Upon his recommendation, the Board moved to hire a designer to design the logo
for the website as the current design lacks resolution. The Board also moved to allow Phil to establish a
Facebook Group for the Cotuit-Santuit Civic Association to offer an additional way for information to get to
the public.
7. Board Vacancies: Tom Burgess for the Nominating Committee nominated Lisa Vasiloff for membership to
the Board to fill out the remainder of Chris Cohoat’s term. This was seconded and accepted unanimously.
Lisa comes strongly recommended by Mark Lynch, who will leave the Board upon his election to the
Prudential Committee. This will open up a second vacancy to be filled.
8. Report on Fire District meetings: Carol Zais gave a brief synopsis of recent meetings:
• This has been budget month and budgets are posted on the District website and on the Town
Councilor’s blog. The Warrant for the District meeting can be accessed on the District website.
• Water Commissioners: the new policy on lawn irrigation systems is taking a final shape.
Carol again appealed for help in following these meetings monthly. Jim Dannhauser offered to help and
to research a method to ensure that a representative of the Civic Association attends District meetings.
New Business:
1. Barnstable Land Trust/Lowell Woodlands Trail: The BLT is planning to establish a nature trail in the
woodlands around the ballfield. BLT volunteers and staff will do most of the work, but BLT has asked the

Civic Association to publicize the work so that interest local volunteers can contribute. That has been done by
Constant Contact.
The Meeting was adjourned at 8:47 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary

P. O. Box 121
Cotuit, MA 02635
Minutes
Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, June 1, 2021, 7:00 PM
Cotuit Memorial Library
Present: James Dannhauser, Carol Zais, Natalie Spence, Tom Burgess, Len Carter, Lallie Lloyd, Phil Odence, Mike
Scanlon, Mark Stranberg, Lisa Vasiloff
Absent: Bryan Horsley
Guest: Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Town Councilor
Call to Order: Jim Dannhauser called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM
Business Meeting:
1. Jim Dannhauser announced the resignation of Mark Lynch upon his election to the Prudential Committee
and welcomed Lisa Vasiloff to the Executive Board.
2. Secretary’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Secretary’s minutes of the Executive Board
meeting of May 4, 2021, were accepted as written.
3. Treasurer’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report to May 31, 2021 was accepted
as written.
4. Precinct 7 Report:
•
•

•
•
•

Accessory Dwelling Units: This proposal has returned from the Planning Board with the suggestion
that leases be required for six months instead of a full year. It will come before the Town Council in a
future meeting. The Council is meeting twice in June and August to handle business.
Sewer Assessment: it is proposed that residences accessing a new sewer will be assessed $10,000 plus
a connection fee which will vary according to the length and ease of the connection. Jessica abstained
from the vote feeling that the flat assessment of $10,000 should be shared by all Town residents as
cleaning up the watershed and bays is not solely the financial responsibility of those on a sewer line.
Public Comment will be available at Town Council meetings on the above topics.
Illegal Parking: There have been complaints about illegal parking at Riley’s and Oregon by
fishermen. Enforcement has started and illegally parked vehicles will be towed as the $40 ticket has
not proved to be sufficient to dissuade illegal parking.
Cotuit Grocery Beer and Wine Licence: This was granted by the Town Licensing Board. It will
operate out of the south side of the Cotuit Fresh Market.

Old Business:
1. July Board Meeting: Mark Ells, Town Manager, and Matthew Levesque, Town Council President, will
attend the Board meeting on July 6, primarily to present the Town’s planned sewer assessment. Jim
Dannhauser felt that this might be a good time to present the most pressing of the concerns of Cotuit, but
that this meeting should not take the place of a meeting with the Town Manager and Town department heads.
Nevertheless, Jim proposed that there be no other action items on the July agenda other than the concerns of
Cotuit and that the meeting be spent in presenting them. There was general agreement on this, and members
agreed to prioritize the list of concerns and remit to Jim Dannhauser by June 15.

2. Elementary School Property: Despite the fact that this item is not part of the concerns of Cotuit, Jim
recommended that it be part of the above discussion. Carol Zais asked if there might be some way the Civic
Association could assist the Fire District in discovering what the majority of villagers prefer for this property.
A discussion ensured in which there was general agreement that any outreach had to be structured and limited
by what was not only possible and but also affordable. Mark Stranberg emphasized that this applies to the
concerns of Cotuit as well and that the Board should emphasize the important asks and follow up with other
requests.
3. Cotuit Clean-Up Day: A round of thanks was given to Mike Scanlon for a very successful day on May 15.
Jim Dannhauser will write up the methodology for this event so that future organizers can follow an
established routine.
4. Consideration regarding Fourth of July Parade: Len Carter, Mark Stranberg, and Lisa Vasiloff reported
that the events committee was in the final stage of working with a photographer and other entities such as the
Center for the Arts to join the Cotuit Kite Festival on July 4th. They will report their final arrangements in a
few days. There is no change in the decision to forego the Civic Association Parade for this year. Jessica
reported that Town Fireworks are planned for Labor Day and that no other village is planning a parade.
5. Website and Social-Media: Phil Odence reviewed the redesigned logo for the Civic Association and
presented a number of other suggestions made by Veazey Jackson, the designer. The Board unanimously
preferred the round simple version but asked for some trees in the logo to soften the image. Phil reported that
the Facebook page seems to be attracting viewers and that work on redesigning the website will continue to be
deferred until after the summer season. Noting that the Board had recently authorized the purchase of an
advertisement in the Cotuit Kettleeers Yearbook, Jim Dannhauser asked if such donations to local non-profits
should continue. Members of the Board agreed that the subject should be discussed at the future meeting. A
discussion then ensued about events listed in Cotuit Currents, and whether they should be limited to activities
run by Cotuit Organizations. The Board unanimously agreed to authorize Natalie Spence to give Theresa Egan
a $100 gift for gardening and plants as a gesture of thanks for her hard work in laying out the design of the
Currents for each mailing.
6. Board Vacancies: Carol Zais has solicited the names of villagers who were willing to join Fire District
Committees from Charles Eager the Town Clerk. They may be possible candidates. Tom Burgess is
researching two other possible candidates for the Board.
7. Report on Fire District meetings: Carol Zais gave a brief synopsis of recent meetings:
• Prudential Committee and Fire Commission were preoccupied with budget issues for most of the
month of May.
• Water Commissioners: the new policy on lawn irrigation systems is an ongoing issue. The discussions
in the commission are extremely interesting as increased water usage is threatening supply. The
probability is great that the cost of the higher tiers of water use will be increased as the recent rise in
rates has not discouraged water consumption. Carol urged members to follow these meetings as the
discussions are very informative.
• Jim noted that the new calendar of board members attending district meetings is now finished and
asked members to find replacements, if they cannot attend their assigned meetings. Carol noted that
all meetings are taped and can be accessed through the district website.
New Business:
1. Annual Appeal Letter: The Board approved the annual appeal letter which will go out inn June.
The Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary

P. O. Box 121
Cotuit, MA 02635
Minutes
Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, July 6, 2021, 7:00 PM
Cotuit Memorial Library
Present: James Dannhauser, Carol Zais, Len Carter, Lallie Lloyd, Phil Odence, Mike Scanlon, Mark Stranberg, Lisa
Vasiloff, Natalie Spence
Absent: Bryan Horsley, Tom Burgess
Guest: Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Town Councilor; Mark Ells, Town Manager; Matthew Levesque, President of Barnstable
Town Council
Call to Order: Jim Dannhauser called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM
Business Meeting:
1. Secretary’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Secretary’s minutes of the Executive Board meeting of
June 1, 2021, were accepted as written.
2. Treasurer’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report to June 30, 2021 was accepted as
written.
Old Business:
1. Parade: All felt it was a success and that small is beautiful. A question as to whether there would be a fishing
tourney in future years. May want to keep expenses down, including whether arrange bands for future years.
2. Water Commissioners Meeting: Discussion was about communications regarding changes for the future. Jim
Dannhauser noted that the Association meeting scheduled for July 19 would feature a discussion by
representatives of the Water Department regarding their various decisions of late.
New Business:
1. Loop Beach: Still closed. Questions about getting Riley’s tested. (We have been subsequently informed that
Riley’s is tested regularly, that Loop is reopened, and that investigation regarding cause of Loop closure will be
conducted by the Town.)
Town Management:
1. Opening
a. They are meeting with all the civic associations as there are big decisions coming down that will impact all
the villages
b. Wastewater
c. Local Comprehensive Plan
2. Wastewater: Water resource management is a huge topic
a. A $10,000 sewer assessment was just approved by the town council
b. Cotuit could be considered for sewers sooner than we might expect, depending upon discussions with Joint
Base Cape Cod. If this occurs, it would be on the west side of the Village.
c. Funding remains an issue in the face of increasing demands for all other services

3.
4.

5.

6.

d. Seems to be going into the direction of spreading burden across all residents
e. Needs to be coordinated with other Towns; active discussions with Mashpee/Sandwich, and Joint Base
Cape Cod
Loop Beach
a. Lots of concern at the Town level
b. Investigations being initiated, into septic systems in the area, for example
Land Use Challenges
a. In face of infrastructure projects
b. Local Comprehensive plan is critical; needs local participation
c. Committed to allowing Villages a voice
d. Civic Associations will be active conduits starting in the fall
i. Data collection – 18 months
ii. Draft by to be formed committee
iii. Following Cape Cod Commission’s guidance
e. Cotuit
i. JRG- Suggests looking at resurrecting a small commercial district, “Cotuit Port” maybe
ii. Important to engage summer residents before plans are mostly baked
iii. Zoom is an opportunity
iv. CSCA would like to participate in kick off communications
Town Demographics
a. Rapid increase in population on Cape, possibly in reaction to impacts of Covid
b. Large immigrant population; 13-15% of school kids in Barnstable have English as a second language
c. Figuring out how to engage the diverse community
d. Recruiting diversity for various committees
Follow up
a. Aug 10, 8:30am- meeting with Town Staff at Freedom Hall
b. School Property
i. We need to move fast on transfer
ii. Cotuit representatives are ready to talk
iii. How will all of the assets be managed going forward and who gets what are the key questions for
this matter.
c. Traffic
i. A big issue everywhere
ii. Raised walks- Just need Police and Fire Depts to say it’s a safety issue
1. But concern about unsightly signage, lights etc. that may be required
iii. Additional considerations:
1. Community Service Officers for summer
2. Lowered speed limit
3. Increased ticketing effort including for Landscapers parked in traffic lanes

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
L. Philip Odence, Acting Secretary

P. O. Box 121
Cotuit, MA 02635
Minutes
Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, August 3, 2021, 7:00 PM
Cotuit Memorial Library
Present: James Dannhauser, Natalie Spence, Tom Burgess, Len Carter, Lallie Lloyd, Phil Odence, Mike Scanlon, Mark
Stranberg, Lisa Vasiloff
Absent: Bryan Horsley, Carol Zais
Guests: Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Town Councilor; Jessica Rudden-Dube, Director, Cotuit Library
Call to Order: Jim Dannhauser called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM
Guest Presentation: Jim Dannhauser and the members of the Executive Board introduced themselves to Jessica ReddenDube, who welcomed the Board’s interest in and support of the Cotuit Library. Jessica is excited to have
made the transition from Plimoth Plantation to the Cotuit Library. She hopes to reinvigorate the library
space after the trials of the pandemic with particular emphasis on the children’s’ section. She is eager to
partner with those interested in fostering programs and will be focusing on making the library an integral
part of education for the young. Circulation is up from 2019, and children’s’ programming is particularly
successful. Staffing is going through a transition with the departure of summer temporary staff and the
retirement of Kathy Pratt. Len Carter complimented Jessica on her work thus far at the library, and Jim
Dannhauser reminded her that the Civic Association website and the Cotuit Currents both provide
opportunities for announcing scheduled library activities for adults and children.
Business Meeting:
1. Secretary’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Secretary’s minutes of the Executive Board meeting of
July 6, 2021, were accepted as written.
2. Treasurer’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report to July 31, 2021, was accepted as
written.
Precinct 7 Report: Jessica reported that most of her information concerned the traffic issues arising from recent changes
made by the Town in the village. This includes:
• Signage: failure to heed the stop signs at Ocean View and Main; alteration of sticker parking past
Cross St. and Ocean View - this should be changed back to sticker parking
• No parking on High St.: This seems to have arisen from enforcement of no parking on Main with
reference to landscape vehicles and trailers. Equal enforcement on High St. was requested because
of continuing construction on the road. Installation of granite curbing at the repaving has
complicated matters. The needs of the Church and the Preschool need to be taken into
consideration. Lane painting may complicate matters here as well.
• All the above will be subjects for discussion at the Concerns of Cotuit meeting on August 10
• Jessica recommended that Natalie Spence make a complaint to the Prudential Committee
concerning the closing of the Freedom Hall parking lot on weekends. It has been closed when no
event has been scheduled. It is unclear whether the Fire District is remunerated by those who
seek to reserve the parking area.

Old Business:
1. Nomination of Candidates for Board: Tom Burgess thanked Carol Zais and Phil Odence for their help in
seeking out candidates for the Board. He gave a precis of Kris Sexton’s background and proposed her as a
candidate to fill the remainder of Mark Lynch’s term which expires in 2022. On a motion made and seconded,
this was accepted unanimously. Tom Burgess moved that Natalie Spence, Len Carter, Bryan Horsely, and Lisa
Vasiloff, who are willing to remain on the board, be nominated for election at the Annual Meeting. On a
motion made and seconded, the nominations were accepted unanimously.
2. Annual Meeting: On a motion made and seconded, the Annual Meeting of the Cotuit Santuit Civic
Association was set for Monday August 23 at 7:30 at Freedom Hall.
3. Concerns of Cotuit: Jim Dannhauser reviewed the history of this meeting and its effectiveness in the past.
He encouraged all members to attend and to make themselves sheard about the issues listed. Lallie Lloyd
noted that the Town lacks a noise ordinance. Construction/landscaping work starting early and ending late
seems to be an emerging issue both with respect to noise and parking.
The Meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary

P. O. Box 121
Cotuit, MA 02635
Minutes
Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, September 7, 2021, 7:00 PM
Cotuit Memorial Library
Present: James Dannhauser, Carol Zais, Natalie Spence, Tom Burgess, Len Carter, Phil Odence, Kris Sexton, Mark
Stranberg, Lisa Vasiloff
Absent: Bryan Horsley, Lallie Lloyd, Mike Scanlon
Guess: Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Town Councilor
Call to Order: Jim Dannhauser called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM
Business Meeting:
1. Secretary’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Secretary’s minutes of the Executive Board meeting of
August 3, 2021, were accepted as written.
2. Treasurer’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report to August 31, 2021, was accepted as
written.
Precinct 7 Report:

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Road Improvements including repaving will be beginning on Ocean View Avenue and
Popponesset Road this month. Tom Burgess noted that Dan Santos, DPWAdministrator, and he
had visited Cross St. on the way to Riley’s Beach. Dan will pull back the parking by two spaces on
the downward slope and establish a rain garden to prevent erosion. Tom asked that the “No
Parking” in front of 165 and 172 Ocean View revert to the status of “Sticker Only Parking” which
this area has had until this year in order to compensate for the loss of the spaces on Cross Street.
There is no further news concerning the parking on High St. Someone has requested a 4 way stop
at Piney and Popponesset Road. Residents are parking illegally on Piney to slow traffic.
The raised crosswalk at Putnam and Main poses some issues as there is no pedestrian space on the
southeast corner. The cross walk should go on the north side of the intersection, but that requires
pedestrians coming from Ropes Beach to cross Putnam.
The closing of the Town Dock to vehicular traffic has raised some issues for businesses that use
the dock. However, masts can be pulled at Prince Cove.
Jessica is waiting to hear about potential for beach replenishment at Ropes. Riley’s does not need
it.
Shellfishing remains closed after storm Ida statewide. That should change within days
There will be a public meeting on 29 September concerning the awarding of Aquaculture licenses
and grants and changes to shellfish regulations.
Freedom Hall: “No Parking” issues: The Fire District was remunerated by construction entities
using the parking lot while on a nearby job. Vehicles are towed or ticketed only when they have
flagrantly overstayed on the lot. This is a Fire District concern.
To a query from Kris Sexton, Jessica stated that the president of the Town Council does not
currently wish to press for a 25-mph limit in the village. Residents wishing this should address

•

their concerns to Matthew Levesque, Town Council President at
matthewlevesque02648@gmail.com
Carol Zais asked if any decision had been made concerning reconfiguration of the island at the
corner of Putnam and Lowell Avenues to better allow for keeping right of the island when making
a left hand turn onto Putnam from Lowell. Jessica advised her to contact Dan Santos.

Old Business:
1. Nomination and Election of Officers of the Board: Tom Burgess, for the nominating committee,
nominated Jim Dannhauser for the office of President, Carol Zais for Vice President, Natalie Spence for
Treasurer, and Tom Burgess for Secretary. The nominations were accepted, and the elections were approved
unanimously.
2. Xmas in Cotuit: There was general agreement that plans should move ahead with the traditional Christmas
in Cotuit, adapting as the need arises to conditions imposed by the pandemic. The horse and coach ride can
no longer be provided as that individual has gone out of business. The Events Committee: Len Carter, Mark
Stranberg, and Lisa Vasiloff, will research other possibilities. There will be the possibility for villagers to hang
ornaments on the tree. After discussion, it was agreed that charitable donations should be an integral part of
the event with three drop-off locations, each large enough to handle the volume of donations given last year.
The fire station, Freedom Hall and the Cotuit school were suggested as possible sites. If the traditional Xmas
routine can be observed, no plans will be made for a drive-around such as was done last year.
3. Website renovation: Phil Odence has begun to work on this. The Board unanimously approved the final
redesign for the Association logo. Kris Sexton has experience with WordPress and will help Phil as will some
neighbors of hers who also have experience in this area.
4. General Meetings: The requisite number of general meetings have been held for this year. Vineyard Wind
has expressed a willingness to address a meeting. Jim will advise them that June 2022 may be an appropriate
time. Kris Sexton suggested that some research be done concerning the possibility of a pro and con meeting
about proposed expansion of Mashpee Commons and the impact of that plan. Jim suggested that Candidates
and Budget night be held via Zoom only as it provides the best support for visuals of the budget etc.
New Business:
1. Technical Issues at Freedom Hall: There are two principal problems: the unreliability of WiFi and the
echoing sound which distorts voices. There have been a number of people working on these with the best
intentions. The upcoming Fire Commissioners’ meeting which will be held on Monday, September 13, will
provide a test of the latest suggested improvements to deal with these two issues.
The Meeting was adjourned at 7:54 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary

P. O. Box 121
Cotuit, MA 02635
Minutes
Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, July 6, 2021, 7:00 PM
Cotuit Memorial Library
Present: James Dannhauser, Len Carter, Lallie Lloyd, Mike Scanlon, Mark Stranberg, Lisa Vasiloff, Natalie Spence, Phil
Odence
Absent: Bryan Horsley, Tom Burgess, Carol Zais, Kris Sexton
Guest: Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Town Councilor
Call to Order: Jim Dannhauser called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM
Business Meeting:
1. Secretary’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Secretary’s minutes of the Executive Board meeting of
Sept 7, 2021 were accepted as written.
2. Treasurer’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report to Sept 30, 2021 was accepted as
written. Have received $400 in memory of Rick Barry.
Precinct 7 Report:
• Town Dock
o Checking on capacity for Santa
o Lockable gate at dock, but no plans to allow anyone to access
o Some exploration of what it would take to shore it up
• Resurfacing of Poponessett and Ocean View Ave underway
• Jess and Phil are meeting with DPW on Thursday to review Putnam crosswalk location.
Old Business:
1. Christmas in Cotuit: Fire Station, Freedom Hall and Center for the Arts planned as drop off locations. Some
issues with Freedom Hall. Masonic Hall and Cahoon are alternatives. Santa will come, confirming how/where.
Question about pizza distribution with COVID. Researching guidelines. The library is keen to do a kid event, predock. Have not found replacement for horse drawn carriage.
2. School Property: Significant progress with the Town after multiple meetings. Will require time and to 2/3 vote at
Town Council. Best case, the deal will be consummated after next Spring.
New Business:
1. Meetings at Freedom Hall: Lallie raised concerns with ability to run Zoom meetings after trying to attend Water
Commissioners meeting. Jim and Carol are working on a solution for CSCA.
2. Water Commissioners: Water usage was substantially down in August and seems to be a trend. Commission is
funding signs for residents who have installed irrigation wells.
The Meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
L. Philip Odence, Acting Secretar y

P. O. Box 121
Cotuit, MA 02635
Minutes
Executive Board Meeting, Tuesday, No, 2021, 7:00 PM
Cotuit Memorial Library
Present: James Dannhauser, Natalie Spence, Tom Burgess, Len Carter, Lallie Lloyd, Phil Odence, Mike Scanlon, Kris
Sexton, Mark Stranberg, Lisa Vasiloff, Carol Zais
Absent: Bryan Horsley
Guests: Jessica Rapp Grassetti, Town Councilor; Vineyard Wind Representatives: Rose DeCosta, External Affairs Mgr.;
Chris Rodstrum, Technical Design Mgr.
Call to Order: Jim Dannhauser called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM
Guest Presentation: Ms. DeCosta and Mr. Rodstrum gave a thorough review of Vineyard Wind’s progress to date for
Vineyard Wind 1 for which construction in now beginning, Park City Wind which is nearing completion of the permitting
process and for an eventual third project which is just starting the federal permitting process.
Complete information on these projects can be accessed at Vineyard Wind’s website at
https://www.vineyardwind.com/barnstable. Salient points are: Vineyard Wind 1 construction in Barnstable includes two
offshore transmission cables buried beneath the seafloor, buried beneath Covell’s Beach in Centerville, buried beneath
public roadways, and connecting to the electricity grid in Independence Park adjacent to existing substation infrastructure.
The permitting process began in 2018. State permitting is complete and federal permitting concluded in 2020. Construction
is now beginning. Park City Wind permit applications were filed in June 2020, and construction is anticipated to start in
2023. Stage 2 and Stage 1 have many similarities: two offshore transmission cables to be buried beneath the seafloor,
cables buried beneath the shoreline in Centerville, cables buried beneath public roadways, and connecting to the region’s
electricity grid near existing substation infrastructure on Oak Street in West Barnstable. The route of the cables can be
accessed on a map at the above website. The third project is still in infancy but is anticipated to be similar with cables
coming ashore somewhere to the west of the Park City Wind cables – perhaps Dowses Beach.
The Town of Barnstable will receive 32 million dollars from these projects which will be put in the Town’s general fund.
In addition, the utility will pay property taxes yearly on its installations in the Town. Laying the cables on shore is
coinciding with Town sewering projects along the routes of the cables. Vineyard Wind is assuming the cost of opening the
roads and closing and paving them after the electric and sewering are completed.
Business Meeting:
1. Secretary’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Secretary’s minutes of the Executive Board meeting of
October 5, 2021, were accepted as written.
2. Treasurer’s Report: On a motion made and seconded, the Treasurer’s report to October 31, 2021, was accepted
as written. Jim Dannhauser mentioned that donors’ names and addresses for gifts in memory of Rick Barry have
been forwarded to the Barry family who have acknowledged them. Tom Burgess mentioned that there has been a
recent donation in memory of Laurie Hayes, former owner of the Sow’s Ear Antique shop in Santuit.
Precinct 7 Report:
• Town Dock has been cleared for Christmas in Cotuit

•
•
•
•

•

The Town is not accepting brush at the Transfer Station and has no immediate plans to pick up property
owners’ brush placed on the roadside.
Resurfacing of Popponesset and Ocean View Ave are well under way, and the berm has been changed at the
north intersection of Main St. and Ocean View Ave. Final surfacing may wait until Spring.
Installation of a 3 way stop at Putnam and Main should be “an easy fix” for excessive speed at this locale. No
timeline is known for actual implementation. This followed a meeting of Jessica Rapp Grassetti and Phil
Odence with Dan Santos, Director of the Barnstable DPW earlier in the month.
The Local Comprehensive Plan must be updated by statute every 10 years. That time has now come. A
committee of 9-15 members will undertake to do this with the help of a hired consultant. Jessica hopes that
each village will be represented. She urged anyone interested in serving on this committee to come forward.
Currently comment is being sought on how the composition and format of the committee are to be
established.
Oyster season opens on Wednesday, November 3. In the Three Bays, only Bridge Street shellfishing area is
open.

Old Business:
1. Christmas in Cotuit: Lisa Vasiloff, Mark Stranberg, and Len Carter presented the Events Committee’s schedule
for the events of the day on Saturday, December 4. That calendar is appended to these minutes. Len will check
the Christmas lights and contact Bartlett Tree to see how their schedule has been impacted by the recent storm.
The Board thanked them for their hard work on bringing this event back to the village
2. Water Commissioners: Water usage was substantially down again in September which seems to be a healthy
trend. The website will add a FAQ page to cover common questions on rates, water quality and irrigation.
Irrigation wells do not pose a threat to the water supply since the water not taken up by grass reenters the water
table. From November onward, commissioners’ meetings will be Zoom only.
3. New Logos and Currents header: Phil Odence had circulated Veasey Jackson’s final work on these. The Board
unanimously approved of the formats.

The Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Thomas K. Burgess, Secretary
Attached: Christmas in Cotuit Schedule 2021

December 4th - Christmas in Cotuit
9:00 – 3:30
10:00 – 4:00

10:00-4:30
10:00 – 2:00

Greenfest 2021 – A holiday centerpiece workshop fundraiser for Cotuit
Center for the Arts. $30 per person/24 participants per session (9, 10:30,
12:30, 2, 3:30)
Christmas in Cotuit’s 21st Annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Festival at
Freedom Hall: Creations of Cotuit’s own artists: Paintings, pottery,
photographs, prints, drawings, jewelry, ornaments, marlin spike art and
Christmas Wreaths
At the Cotuit Library: “Gingerbread Library” DIY Family Photo Booth
CFC's Cotuit Women's Fellowship Gift Baskets Sale in Bruce Hall

10:00 – 3:00
10:00 – 3:00
10:00 – 12:00
10:00-5:00
11:00 – 5:00
12:00 – 2:00
12:30-2:00
2:00 – 4:00
2:45 – 3:30
3:30 – 3:45

3:45
4:00

3:00 – 5:00

At Cotuit Federated Church: Don't miss the 19th Annual Small Works Art
Show & Sale in Bruce Hall, featuring original works by local artists perfect for holiday gift-giving!
The Cotuit Kettleers Store at Lowell Park will be open! Last chance to
purchase great holiday gifts for family & friends
Historical Society – Bring the children to paint a wooden ornament for
your tree and enjoy some cookies and cider. Come early as this is a
popular event. Seating is limited.
Historical Society – Visit the Gift Shop for holiday shopping! We have
new and unique items for the holidays as well as our great selection of
“Cotuit-wear”
Cotuit Fresh Market Main Street Tastings
Cotuit Fire Station Open House (No Chili this year)
At the Cotuit Library: Gingerbread cookie decorating for all ages
Free admission all day! Stop by the Cahoon Museum and create beautiful
snowflakes and color Cahoon holiday pages
At the Cotuit Library: Malik the Magician Show Pre-registration required.
Seating is limited.
At the Town Dock - DJ Lisa Z and Pizza by Zoe Pizza of Mashpee

Santa’s Arrival by Boat at the Town Dock

Tree Lighting and Caroling on the Cotuit Village Green: Invocation by
Pastor Angela
Villagers can bring their ornaments to place on the tree beginning the day
after Thanksgiving, November 26th. All ornaments should be removed by
Saturday, January 8th
Hot Chocolate at the Village Green by Cotuit Fresh Market on the Village
Green followed by cookies and refreshments at Bruce Hall from 4:00-5:00
No Carriage Ride this year
#####################################################

Wednesday, December 1 & Thursday, December 2
Food and Diaper Drive to benefit Cotuit Federated Church, Christ the King Food
Pantry and Angel House
Drop off your donations at the Fire Station or Freedom Hall on Wednesday 12/1 and
Thursday 12/2 between 4:00pm – 7:00pm
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